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Introduction 
Howdy! And welcome the 2022 Breeders’ Cup Compendium, a collection of 

information designed to fast track your awareness of the various facets 

required for a successful and enjoyable Breeders’ Cup wagering expedition. 

For the third time, after the no crowd 2020 renewal and the American Pharoah 

2015 one, BC XXXIX (39) returns to one of the more ‘European’ type tracks, 

Keeneland, in Lexington, Kentucky, the heart of horse country. The weather is 

unpredictable, the air cool and autumnal, but the racing will be hot! 

This guide has lots of information for each race, as follows: 

✓ Race trends 

✓ Trends grid showing how contenders match up 

✓ Run style analysis / projected pace maps 

✓ Links to race videos on the breederscup.com website 

It is, of course, up to you, the reader, how you use the info.  

However you decide to use this report, please bet responsibly (duh!) and remember that a little 

knowledge is a dangerous thing, especially in pursuit of a late night weekend winner ;-) 

All that said, I hope the information within these covers provides for profit as well as fun.  

Right, let’s get to it! 

Matt Bisogno  
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Notes 
Some shorthand has been used in the grids within this document, as follows: 

*= a Racing Post Rating, rather than a Beyer speed figure (US rating). The comparison, which is 

not exact, is that RPR is roughly 12-15 points higher than Beyer 

s= ran within four lengths of the leader  

t= turf run / d= dirt run 

2 or 3 in ‘G1 winner? Column’ = 2nd or 3rd in a Grade/Group 1 

‘Bullet’ workouts are the fastest timed workouts of the day at a specific track/distance  

SoCal: Southern California / Ky: Kentucky / NY: New York / Fl: Florida / Mw: Midwest /  

Can: Canada / UK: UK / Ire: Ireland / Fr: France 

Ran sharp = A reference to finishing 1st, 2nd or 3rd, or within 4 lengths of the winner, used in (sadly 

no longer published) BC bible, Crushing the Cup 

Figs = figures, i.e. Beyer or RPR 

LTO = Last Time Out 

Wire = a confirmed front runner / Stalk = a prominent racer / Rally = a closer, or late runner, 

normally held up in the early part of the race  

Also Eligible / AE: In preference order, only get a run if others in the main order do not.  

Run Style:  

LR = Last Run, 2LR = 2nd Last Run, 3LR = 3rd Last Run, 4LR = 4th Last Run 

Run Style Scores: 

US Runners  

4 – LED or less than ½ length from the lead;  

3 – ½ L to 1 ½ lengths from the lead;  

2 – 1 ¾ L – 3 ¼ lengths from the lead;  

1 – 3 ½ lengths-plus from the lead. 

European Runners 

Taken from in-running comments as follows: 

4 – Led; pressed leader, etc 

3 – Prominent; close up; chased leader, etc 

2 – Midfield; in touch, etc 

1 – Held up; waited with; in rear, etc  
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About Keeneland 

The Keeneland track is a little quirky in that it has not one but two finish lines. Races for 

all distances except 1m½f finish at the ‘finish line’, while those run at the extended mile 

start and finish at the 1/16th pole as the image below shows. Below are some points to 

note regarding both the one mile outer dirt (main) track and the seven furlong inner turf 

course. 

There are three races whose distance varies depending on the host track and, at 

Keeneland, the Juvenile Turf Sprint and the Turf Sprint will be run over a distance of 5½ 

furlongs, while the Filly and Mare Turf will be 1m1½f in range. That means the two 

sprints will start at the beginning of the back straight, and the fillies’ race will begin at 

the entrance to the home straight. 
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FRIDAY 

7.00pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint (5f, Turf) 

Key Trends (4 BC renewals to date) 

A newish race, which was run for the first time on the undercard in 2017, and now has full 

Breeders’ Cup status. Naturally, at this stage trends are thin, so caution is strongly advised. 

✓ 2017 (undercard) at Del Mar: Euro 1234 

✓ 2018 US 123 (1st/2nd from wire) 

✓ 2019 US 1234 (1st/2nd from wire), 2020 US 12 Euro 34 (1st from wire), 2021 US 1345 (1st from 

wire) 

✓ Wes Ward won last three, overall form: 200 in 2018; 149 in 2019; 1500 in 2020; 135 in 2021 

✓ First 2 winners unbeaten (1 & 2 prior starts), 2020 winner won LTO/form 221, 2021 winner won 

LTO/form 2121 

✓ All 4 winners led all the way 

✓ Winners LTO: '18 1st Listed; '19 1st G3; '20 1st Listed; '21 1st Listed 

✓ Best two Euros: '18 3rd/4th; '19 5th/7th; '20 3rd/4th; '21 2nd/6th  

 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

Juv Turf Sprint TRAINER 
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Lady Hollywood Alice Haynes 1 12 3.00 3.00 3 3 3 3 

Love Reigns Wesley Ward 2 11 3.50 3.67 3 4 4   

Private Creed  Steve Asmussen 3 7 2.00 1.75 2 2 2 1 

Dramatised Karl Burke 4 10 3.50 3.33 4 3 3   

Mischief Magic Charlie Appleby 5 7 1.00 1.75 1 1 1 4 

Persian Force Richard Hannon 6 13 3.00 3.25 3 3 4 3 

Oxymore Chad Brown 7 10 3.00 3.33 2 4 4   

American Apple Daniel Leitch 8 12 3.00 3.00 3 3 3 3 

Sharp Aza Tack Doug O'Neill 9 11 3.50 3.67 3 4 4   

Tyler's Tribe Tim Martin 10 16 4.00 4.00 4 4 4 4 

Speed Boat Beach Bob Baffert 11 7 3.50 3.50 3 4     

The Platinum Queen Richard Fahey 12 15 3.50 3.75 3 4 4 4 

 

Tyler’s Tribe is very fast on dirt but untried on turf; still, he figures to possibly lead, as 

do The Platinum Queen, Love Reigns, and any or all the Also Eligibles who might luck 

into the field. This will be rapido… 

Video Form: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

Not much in the way of trends after just four renewals, but Love Reigns looks the 

strongest fit against what we know so far.  

Juvenile Turf Sprint Form 

Love Reigns was away fast but took a lead from one in a Listed Stakes over this distance 

at Saratoga. She cleared the leader at the top of the lane and was much the best, winning 

as she liked by daylight. She’d previously slightly missed the break in the 5f Queen Mary 

at Royal Ascot, where the combination of the straight track and uphill finish may have 

stretched her stamina. Drawn optimally in stall 2. 

The Platinum Queen is well known to European readers, winning the Group 1 Prix de 

l’Abbaye against elders last time. She’s raced seven times to date, all on straight tracks, 

so the turn is a new experience. More concerningly perhaps is the widest draw of all in 

12. She’ll need them to go very fast, and will also need plenty of luck in the run. 

Charlie Appleby, 6 from 11 (!!!) in Breeders’ Cup turf races, saddles Mischief Magic. He 

won the 6f Listed Sirenia Stakes at Kempton, showing he handles a right-handed 

polytrack turn, and offering hope that he might handle a left-handed turf bend. It was a 

solid run last time in the G1 Middle Park when fourth to Blackbeard, the reopposing 

Persian Force a place in front of him. He’s a hold up type and that might not be the 

optimal run style but he’ll finish well from stall 5. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/lady-hollywood-gb?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Love-Reigns-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Private-Creed?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Dramatised-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Mischief-Magic-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Persian-Force-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Oxymore?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/American-Apple?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Sharp-Aza-Tack?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Tyler-s-Tribe?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Speed-Boat-Beach?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/The-Platinum-Queen-ire?tab=results
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Persian Force is in 6 and, as well as that Middle Park bronze, where he raced handily, he 

was also a half-length second to Blackbeard in the G1 Prix Morny and a more distant 

second to Little Big Bear in the G1 Phoenix Stakes. That’s top class G1 form, albeit in 

defeat, and he looks like he can again go close. 

Dramatised was highly impressive early season in 5f races, winning Newmarket maiden 

by four lengths and following up in the G2 Queen Mary at Royal Ascot. She fluffed her 

lines a bit when upped to 6f at York G2 Lowther, and it’s possible she’s pure speed. She’s 

been off nearly three months since that York spin though fitness ought not to be a 

problem. On the face of it, her form is a hop behind Mischief and Persian, however. 

The west coast is yet to gain a JTS winner. It likely will one day, for all that the east coast 

and European challengers are typically stronger cohorts. This year, Speed Boat Beach is 

the Californian flag bearer, trained by Bob Baffert. Drawing the outside post of nine last 

time in a Listed stakes over five furlongs, as the 2/5 favourite on his first attempt on turf 

(previously won on dirt posting a big figure), he cleared all bar one, passed that one 

under a ride a furlong from home and held on from the pace horse and a trio of closers. 

This neither suggested he would benefit from the extra 110 yards nor that he had much in 

hand over the rest of the SoCal brigade. Stall 11 hardly aids the cause. 

Stall 10 is probably not ideal for Tyler’s Tribe, either, and he’s untested on turf. If those 

are the negatives, the latter a big one, the positives are thus: he’s absolutely destroyed 

his rivals in five races at Prairie Meadows in Iowa by an aggregate 59¾ lengths (!); he’s 

hit big speed numbers in the most recent quartet (the other was a 4½f maiden win by 

16¾ lengths!), and he looks on the videos like a very big horse with a commensurate 

stride. He is the epitome of ‘could be anything’, and at worst a “poor man’s Flightline”. 

But that may turn out to be a deeply uncharitable monicker. Check out the videos > 

Private Creed has a good draw in 3, and will take his time to find stride. That means, like 

all later runners, he’ll need some luck as well as for the trailblazers to come back to the 

field. Steve Asmussen’s colt has won his last two in that fashion, over 6½f and then last 

time at this track and trip. A fine ride by Joel Rosario helped him overcame the worst of 

the draw last time – 10 of 10 – and he is clearly smart for all that he’s missing a big speed 

figure thus far.  

American Apple, a daughter of Keeneland Breeder’s Cup Classic winner, American 

Pharoah, has an interesting profile. She’s won her last two over a little further than the JFT 

trip, looking like she was tiring at the finish on each occasion. She has a good cruising 

speed and so the half furlong drop back looks in her favour. Stall 8 is reasonable if her 

jockey can work a position two or three off the rail. She’s a playable price. 

Sharp Aza Tack was behind Private Creed in a 6½f Listed on her most recent start, but 

he was in front of that one a furlong earlier before tiring late on. He won a minor stakes at 

Monmouth Park over five turf furlongs by seven lengths (in a time of 55.71 seconds!) and 

this turn back in distance will certainly suit. The speed figures are not far off either.  

The Alice Haynes-trained Lady Hollywood was a clear winner of the G3 Prix d’Arenberg 

at Longchamp last time. A winner of four of her last five, the exception being when not 

getting home in the 6f G2 Lowther, she has the inside stall which – with her prominent run 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Tyler-s-tribe?tab=results
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style – should allow her to get a rail trip; she’ll save ground but will need gaps to appear 

assuming she’s good enough. I’m not at all sure she is. 

Oxymore, trained by the excellent Chad Brown, didn’t quite see out a mile last time in a 

decent Listed event behind Juvenile Turf-bound Webslinger, the pair clear. He showed 

bright early speed – as you’d expect from a sprinter going a mile – and had previously 

shown real tenacity to repel No Nay Hudson and Private Creed in the Listed Skidmore. 

He’s quick from the gate and has a shot at leading, with most of the pace horses drawn 

outside his seven stall. 
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Juvenile Turf Sprint Form Contenders 

Jeez, this is tough. I definitely want to be against The Platinum Queen: whilst totally 

respecting what she’s achieved this season, she’s already travelled to France and over to 

America in the past five weeks and she’s drawn terribly in the coffin box. Moreover, 

she’s yet to race around a bend, which she’ll have to do five, six or seven wide. I fear she 

has no chance and is an extremely opposable favourite. Of course, I’ve been wrong 

about such things before! 

Love Reigns is the Wes wunner and gets ultimate wespect as a wesult. Wascal wabbit. 

She exits trap two and is quick but not lightning at the start. Bearing in mind all four 

Juvenile Turf Sprint winners to date made all, there’s likely to be a mad scramble for the 

lead. The runners start at the very beginning of the back straight so have around two and 

a bit furlongs to sort themselves. She’ll be close to the rail at least so can track the pace if 

not leading, and her Lightning Bolt form is robust. 

I feel like Mischief Magic and Persian Force are the pick of the Euros, there being 

little between them on their Middle Park form. Charlie Appleby knows far better than 

Richard Hannon – better than just about anyone training turf horses, in fairness – how to 

win BC turf races which gives the royal blue silks the nod over the purple and white. 

But there is a clutch of interesting horses at prices. Not as interesting as LOVE 

REIGNS, granted, but far juicier odds if one of them hits its mark. In the exotics, I’ll be 

playing all of 14/1 Tyler’s Tribe, 20/1 American Apple, 25/1 Sharp Aza Tack and 33/1 

Oxymore. It’s that sort of race! 
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7.40pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies (1m½f, Dirt)  

Key Trends (38 renewals to date) 
✓ 17 of the last 20 had 3-5 career starts (exceptions, 2 starts, ’07, ’17 & '19) 

✓ Last 20, career runs: 2-3/3-8/4-6/5+-3 

✓ Layoff: 32/38 were running within 30 days (‘16 winner 35 days off, '21 winner 33 days off); 

(35/38 5 weeks off or less) 

✓ 31/38 (82%) had a Grade 1, 2 or 3 win, from c.60% of the runners. 3/7 non-qualifiers placed in 

Frizette (incl. ’17 winner) 

✓ 21/27 improved Beyer when racing 7f+ for 1st time (excludes pre-Beyer BC's and winners 

with no 7f+ form) 

✓ 90+ Beyer = very strong, 80+ 1 or 2 starts = strong 

✓ 35/38 were top 4 or less than 4L behind the winner last time out 

✓ Favourite is 19/38 (50%) 

✓ "Look beyond the obvious when trials were slow", favour lightly raced improver 

✓ 23/38 (61%) had NOT won at the distance 

✓ Baffert not won since 2007 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

Juvenile Fillies TRAINER 
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LR 2LR 3LR 4LR 

Vegas Magic Doug O'Neill 1 8 2.00 2.00 2 2 1 3 

You're My Girl John Terranova 2 7 3.50 3.50 4 3     

And Tell Me Nolies Peter Miller 3 7 1.50 1.75 1 2 3 1 

Sabra Tuff Dallas Stewart 4 5 1.00 1.25 1 1 2 1 

Wonder Wheel Mark Casse 5 12 3.00 3.00 4 2 4 2 

Alma Rosa Bernardo Lopez 6 12 3.00 3.00 3 3 3 3 

Chop Chop Brad Cox 7 6 2.00 2.00 1 3 2   

Atomically Todd Pletcher 8 9 3.00 3.00 2 4 3   

Grand Love Steve Asmussen 9 8 4.00 4.00 4 4     

Chocolate Gelato Todd Pletcher 10 9 3.00 3.00 2 4 3   

American Rockette Bill Mott 11 3 1.00 1.00 1 1 1   

Shoplifter Eddie Kenneally 12 11 2.00 2.75 2 2 4 3 

Leave No Trace Phil Serpe 13 8 3.00 2.67 3 3 2   

Raging Sea Chad Brown 14 5 2.50 2.50 3 2     

Hoosier Philly Thom Amoss AE1 2 2.00 2.00 2       

Xigera Philip Bauer AE2 8 2.50 2.67 3 2 3   

 

Grand Love looks the speed here. She’s led in both races to date and looks a sprinter. 

Wonder Wheel led all the way in Grade 1 company last time and also three starts back 

so she, too, may be on the lead, as might You’re My Girl, who tried – and only just failed 

– to make all in the Frizette. Elsewhere, the Pletcher pair of Atomically and Chocolate 

Gelato both made all on their penultimate runs but were more patiently ridden last time. 

Likely to be an even gallop on balance. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

CHOCOLATE GELATO, CHOP CHOP, WONDER WHEEL, You’re My Girl, Leave No 

Trace, Atomically 

Juvenile Fillies Form 

Chocolate Gelato won the Frizette, a key trial, beating You’re My Girl and Leave No 

Trace. She travelled strongly, kicked on in the straight and was holding rivals at the line; 

but she wasn’t going away from the second and third. Rather, they were making small 

gains. Importantly, this race was run on a sloppy (wet) track, which tends to favour speed 

rather than stamina. That was Chocolate Gelato’s first try at a mile and, while she has 

obvious class, I’m not certain about her stamina. 

In second, You’re My Girl was having just her second career start having won her 

maiden by 14½ lengths! She has only ¾ length to find with the winner and is entitled to 

improve. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Vegas-Magic?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/You-re-My-Girl?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/And-Tell-Me-Nolies?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Sabra-Tuff?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Wonder-Wheel?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Alma-Rosa?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Chop-Chop?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Atomically?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Grand-Love?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Chocolate-Gelato?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Youre-My-Girl?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Shoplifter?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Leave-No-Trace?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Raging-Sea?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Hoosier-Philly?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Xigera?tab=results
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Third was Leave No Trace, keeping on at the one pace. She has previously had the 

speed to win the Grade 1 Spinaway over 7f, with a length and a half to spare over 

Wonder Wheel. In both races, she stalked the pace from about a length and half back. 

Wonder Wheel has since won the G1 Alcibiades over this course and distance, making 

all and holding on doggedly from the closing Chop Chop and Raging Sea. WW had 

plenty of early company for the lead and probably did well to hang tough at the death, 

but she’ll have early rivals again here in a deeper field. 

Raging Sea had a good trip, two wide, and finished well in the straight, just missing 

there. That was her second career start so she may step forward again.  

The big eyecatcher was Chop Chop, more than eight lengths behind at the half mile 

mark and running the final two-and-a-half furlong section more than a second (five 

lengths) quicker than the winner. That was her first run on dirt having raced twice 

previously on turf, winning a Listed race on that surface. She looks a strong stayer and a 

bit of value if she doesn’t get too far back.  

And Tell Me Nolies is a west coaster, Peter Miller’s charge having raced three times at 

Del Mar and once at Santa Anita. She won the Del Mar Deb, Grade 1 over 7f, two back; 

and followed up in the G2 Chandelier at this distance. She was unfancied both times and 

the strongest stay each time, too. She does have a bit to find on the clock against the east 

coast team, however. 

Atomically has raced exclusively at Gulfstream Park in Florida in her three races to 

date. The most recent, a near seven length win in a fast time in a Listed affair at this trip, 

was more impressive because she had a wide trip most of the way. Five wide around the 

first turn and three wide into the home turn, she still had plenty of run at the finish. She 

has switched from an 11% trainer to Todd Pletcher, currently hitting at 23% but 0/14 in 

the Juvenile Fillies to date. 

Grand Love broke smartly and, with an uncontested lead, set steady fractions in the G3 

Pocahontas at this trip; but she was readily outpointed in the stretch by both Shoplifter 

and, especially, Fun And Feisty (who doesn’t run here). Grand Love had been much 

more impressive – and quicker – on debut over six and a half furlongs, and she looks a 

non-stayer. Shoplifter picked up the pieces but the time was fairly slow and, though that 

was her first try beyond a mile, she has plenty to find. 

Any of the rest would be a big shock. 

Juvenile Fillies Form Contenders 

An interesting, and tricky, puzzle with so many lightly raced fillies bringing different 

form lines to the party. Chocolate Gelato’s big piece of Grade 1 form was on a sloppy 

track, though she’d run very fast over six furlongs the time before. That is my problem 

with her: she might not see the trip out and, as such, she’s a favourite I want to oppose. 

Wonder Wheel did well to cling to a small margin of victory in the Alcibiades, but you’d 

have to be blind not to have been taken by the second, Chop Chop, who came from a 
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fair way back and would have won in two more strides. The second is currently twice the 

price of the winner and that’s a rick in my view. 

The West Coast form is not normally good enough in this division, but And Tell Me 

Nolies has been impressive so far. She stays well and is the clear pick on that side of the 

country; she just doesn’t look quite quick enough. 

Raging Sea wouldn’t be a shock winner, though she isn’t as appealing as Chop Chop 

from that G1 Keeneland trial; saying that, she races closer to the pace so may at least get 

a fair crack at it. 

At the bigger prices, perhaps Leave No Trace can improve again back on a sounder 

surface; and Atomically might come forward for the trainer switch. 

But Chop Chop looks a sporting each way play at around 8/1. 
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8.20pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf (1m, Turf) 

Key Trends (14 renewals to date) 
✓ US 12 Euro 2  

✓ 9/12 US winners ran in Miss Grillo or Natalma, ’17/'20 winners exited Jessamine, '19 winner 

minor Stakes 

✓ 13/14 finished top 3 or within 1.5L of the winner last time out (exception ran in Miss Grillo) 

✓ 13/14 won at 1m+ (exception, Flotilla, 1.5L behind in Arc weekend G1) 

✓ 14/14 finished top 3, or within 1.5L of the winner, in a Stakes race 

✓ Frontrunners 3, Prominent 6, Late runners 5 

✓ Layoff: 3wks-2 / 4wks-3 / 5wks-5 / 6wks-1 / 7wks-3 ('21 winner off 47 days) 

✓ Prior Runs: US winners 2-8; 3-2; 4-1; 5-0; 6-1 / Euro winners 4-1; 5-1 

✓ 80+ Beyer – 9/12 recorded 81+ (2 others had only 2 starts) / Euro RPR's 114, 106 

✓ 2 Euro winners ran in G1 races LTO (1st, 1.5L 4th) - Euro^ = G1 LTO 

✓ Chad Brown has trained 5 JFT winners (4 in California), last one was 2018. 3rd at 6/1 in 2021 

✓ 4 of Chad's 5 won the Ms Grillo (2nd in '22 MsG with Free Look) 

✓ All US exacta: 5/14 (US 1-3 in '21) 

How the runners fit 
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Pace:  

Juvenile Fillies Turf TRAINER 
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Comanche Country Phil d'Amato 1 5 1.50 1.25 2 1 1 1 

Cairo Consort Nathan Squires 2 10 2.00 2.50 2 2 4 2 

Last Call Kevin Attard 3 8 2.50 2.67 2 3 3   

Free Look Chad Brown 4 5 2.00 1.67 3 1 1   

Pleasant Passage Shug McGaughey 5 5 2.50 2.50 4 1     

Be Your Best Horacio DePaz 6 5 2.00 1.67 2 2 1   

Spirit Gal W P Browne 7 15 4.00 3.75 4 4 4 3 

Manhattan Jungle Amy Murphy 8 13 3.50 3.25 3 4 3 3 

Delight Jonathan Thomas 9 8 3.00 2.00 4 2 1 1 

Meditate Aidan O'Brien 10 14 3.00 3.50 3 3 4 4 

G Laurie Graham Motion 11 3 1.50 1.50 2 1     

Midnight Mile Richard Fahey 12 4 2.00 2.00 2 2     

Xigera  Philip Bauer 13 8 2.50 2.67 3 2 3   

Basil Martini Joseph O'Brien 14 15 4.00 3.75 4 4 3 4 

Bling Vicki Oliver AE1 10 3.50 3.33 4 3 3   

Showgirl Lynne B Bob Hess Jr. AE2 9 3.00 3.00 3 3 3   

 

This is interesting. On the face of it, the three likeliest to lead are all Irish fillies: Basil 

Martini, Spirit Gal and, to a lesser degree, Meditate. The last named has been ridden 

handily rather than on the speed the last twice, where US fillies Delight and Pleasant 

Passage went forward last time out.  

I’m finding it quite hard to predict what might happen tactically, because the American 

runners typically have a bit more gate speed than their European counterparts; either 

way, there should be at least an honest gallop if not a little more. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

PLEASANT PASSAGE, Free Look, G Laurie 

Juvenile Fillies Turf Form 

Meditate was always front rank in the G1 Cheveley Park Stakes (6f, straight) at 

Newmarket, and was responding in the run to the line to eventually go down by ¾ 

length. Prior to that she’d run second to the very smart Tahiyra (favourite for the 2023 

1000 Guineas) over seven furlongs, with nearly five lengths back to the third; and before 

that she’d won the Albany at Royal Ascot and a 7f Group 2 at the Curragh. By No Nay 

Never out of a Dalakhani mare, the pedigree offers mixed messages. Whatever, she’s a 

very classy filly. 

Delight has won her last two, of four, most recently the Jessamine over half a furlong 

further of this Keeneland track. The Jessamine winner won the Juvenile Fillies Turf in 2017 

and 2020, so that’s a positive. She won by five lengths, too, from a field of twelve, 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Comanche-Country-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Cairo-Consort?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Last-Call?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Free-Look?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Pleasant-Passage?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Be-Your-Best-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Spirit-Gal-fr?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Manhattan-Jungle-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Delight?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Meditate-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/G-Laurie?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Midnight-Mile-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Xigera?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Basil-Martini-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Bling?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Showgirl-Lynne-B?tab=results
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assuming control on the front from an inside draw and running away in the straight. The 

time was only so-so but the manner was convincing.  

Bling was third in the Jessamine on her first try beyond sprint trips; despite the steady 

enough pace she was paddling at the finish. 

The Ms Grillo has introduced us to the winner of the Juvenile Fillies Turf four times in the 

latter’s 14-year history, each JFT winner to exit that race having also won the prep. This 

year, Pleasant Passage claimed the Ms Grillo honours. As with the Jessamine, it was a 

front-running performance, here easing away from Chad Brown’s Free Look (raced in 

second throughout, no obvious excuses). The track was yielding which may have suited 

the winner more than her rivals – she was the 9.6/1 fourth betting choice – but nothing 

was closing on her at the wire. That was only PP’s second career start so she’s entitled to 

improve again. 

Richard Fahey sends the also unbeaten-in-two Midnight Mile, after she stepped out of 

novice company to win the Group 3 Oh So Sharp Stakes last time. There, she was only 

seventh at the furlong pole but ran on takingly to score narrowly. She’s yet to race 

around a bend and, like all later runners in the field, will need some luck in transit; but 

she’s unexposed and doubtless capable of better. 

In 2015, at Keeneland, Catch A Glimpse followed up a win in the Natalma Stakes with 

victory in the JFT and, this year, Last Call bids to emulate that double. But Last Call got 

the perfect trip while G Laurie was, more than once, stuck in traffic; once she get free 

she closed well into third, less than two lengths off the leader. 

 That was G Laurie’s second lifetime start so she’s another that can be expected to show 

more. Last year, Pizza Bianca backed up an unlucky in running second in the Natalma 

with a win in the JFT, so  

Willie Browne’s Spirit Gal is very quick from the stalls and has a good chance to lead the 

field; she’s also raced around a turn, albeit at Dundalk on the polytrack, so we know she 

handles a bend. She’s yet to race beyond seven furlongs but a mile ought to be within 

range based on pedigree. It’s just whether her form, and relative progression after four 

starts, keeps her in front down the lane. 

Basil Martini also starts quickly and won a G3 last time over seven; he looks quite 

exposed for all that he could find a bit more for the extra furlong. His pedigree is more 

sprint-based, however.   

Originally trained in Ireland, Comanche Country was last in a six furlong Group 3 won 

by Meditate before moving to California. The weather obviously suits her because she’s 

unbeaten in three since arriving, the best and most recent of which was in the Grade 3 

Surfer Girl Stakes. That race has yet to make waves (geddit?!) in the Juvenile Fillies Turf 

and I’m just not convinced by the level of the West Coast juvenile turfers. 

Juvenile Fillies Turf Form Contenders 

Europe has, for whatever reason, had a shocker in the Juvenile Fillies Turf, winning just 

two of 14 renewals and none since Chriselliam in 2013. What’s more, an Irish filly has 
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never won the race! That, of course, may change at any moment but it remains a sobering 

thought about current ante post favourite, Meditate. Her level of form is probably the 

pick of the field and, unlike many from her top level stable, she’s usually quickly away. 

She’s respected but no bargain in the market. 

I’m not totally buying Delight’s all-the-way win in the Jessamine nor Pleasant Passage’s 

in the Miss Grillo, though of course either or both could be the real deal: I just feel like 

this will be more quickly run and any horse contested the speed may be susceptible to a 

closer in the final furlongs. 

Last Call’s Natalma score was a 20/1 shock whereas the unlucky G Laurie was only 

3.2/1 there; she is now 20/1 to Last Call’s 14’s and I think she should be a bit shorter. 

Midnight Mile is pretty interesting, too, in a wide open affair. 

At the prices, though, I’ll take a chance on G Laurie at around 20/1. I’ll probably 

also try to work Knockyoursocksoff into exotic calculations somehow, along with 

some more fancied runners; and I might back Meditate if she drifts a little from 

7/2. 
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9.00pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Juvenile (1m ½f, Dirt) 

Key Trends (38 renewals so far) 

✓ 36/38 ran 123 or within 4L of the winner last time out  

✓ Prior runs of US winners since 2000: 2-7 (incl 5 in last 9 years)/ 3-5 / 4-6 

✓ Look for solid workouts, especially off a longer (35+ day) layoff 

✓ Uncoupled entries won in 2010, 2013, 2015, 2021 

✓ 19 of the last 29 winners posted a new Beyer top LTO  

✓ 18 of last 26 winners improved their Beyer racing at 7f+ for the first time 

✓ Y/N - Previous runs, not what is declared for BC 

✓ (s) Synthetic track 

✓ Baffert won 5 times, Pletcher & O'Neill twice each 

How the runners fit 

 

Pace: 

Juvenile TRAINER 
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Hurricane J Paulo Lobo 1 8 4.00 4.00 4 4     

Congruent Antonio Sano 2 10 2.50 2.50 2 3 3 2 

Cave Rock Bob Baffert 3 12 4.00 4.00 4 4 4   

Forte Todd Pletcher 4 8 1.00 2.00 1 1 4 2 

Verifying Brad Cox 5 6 3.00 3.00 2 4     

Blazing Sevens Chad Brown 6 5 1.00 1.67 1 1 3   

Wound Up Michael McCarthy 7 8 2.00 2.67 1 3 4   

Lost Ark Todd Pletcher 8 8 2.00 2.67 1 3 4   

Curly Jack Tom Amoss 9 12 2.00 3.00 2 2 4 4 

National Treasure Bob Baffert 10 7 3.50 3.50 3 4     

 

Cave Rock is a dominant favourite and will bid to make all, but Hurricane J may pester 

him early. The jolly’s stable mate National Treasure and possibly Curly Jack also tend 

towards the front rank. Expect this to be quick through the first half, and a true stayer at 

the distance winning. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Hurricane-J?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Congruent?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Cave-Rock?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Forte?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Verifying?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Blazing-Sevens?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Wound-Up?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Lost-Ark?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Curly-Jack?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/National-Treasure?tab=results


 

© Geegeez.co.uk, Summum Bonum Ltd, and Matt Bisogno 2022 – All Rights Reserved 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

CAVE ROCK, NATIONAL TREASURE 

Juvenile Form 

Cave Rock is a short-priced favourite, odds on and hardening all the time. He is 

unbeaten in three, all facile successes, the last pair in G1 company. Leading all the way 

each time, it’s going to take a smart one, or something untoward happening, to beat him. 

His draw in 3 is perfect. 

Main market rival Forte exits gate 4, directly to the right of Cave Rock. He, too, has won 

Grade 1’s in his most recent brace of starts; and, like the jolly, they were over 7f and then 

1m½f here, i.e. course and distance. Unlike Forte, his longer race resulted in a verdict 

by just a neck. A neck it may have been, but he came from quite far back and there were 

seven lengths to the third horse. The fact he won’t be involved in a battle for the lead is in 

his favour, but he wasn’t dazzling last time. 

Forte previously had Blazing Sevens a good few lengths back in third when winning by 

3L on a sloppy track (7f). It’s possible BS just wasn’t at his best that day because next 

time, in the G1 Champagne Stakes over a mile – also on a soupy strip – he came more 

than three clear of Verifying, who also lines up here. The Sevens has only run a fast 

number on slop and it remains to be seen whether he can replicate that last day effort on 

a fast dirt surface. No reason he can’t, except that he hasn’t yet. 

National Treasure has drawn the outside post, which is far from ideal, but he ran second 

to Cave Rock from stall six of eight last time, so it may not be insurmountable, for in the 

frame prospects at least. Importantly, he has as many as six slower starters to his 

immediate left, with the pace expected to emerge from stalls 1 and 3. That G1 silver was 

only his second race and he’s sure to improve again, already having recorded the 

second fastest speed figure in the field – and by some margin. 

Second to Blazing Sevens in that sloppy Champagne Stakes was Verifying. He kept on 

OK there but there’s no reason, apart from hating the slop (which is credible), that he 

should reverse form with his conqueror that day. 

Curly Jack won the G3 Iroquois at Churchill, breaking smartly but taking back into 

midfield. He made his move on the home turn, coming five wide into the lane before 

repelling two rivals, distance back to fourth. The proximity of the second and third, 

neither of whom line up here, weakens the visual impression, but nevertheless it was a 

solid performance stepping up in trip. Still, his best number by a fair way was over 7f. 

The rest probably aren’t good enough, though Hurricane J could have a part to play. 

He’s won both starts, in maiden and allowance company so some way below these; but 

both races were over six furlongs and he showed excellent gate speed to lead all the 

way both times. Cave Rock might be a little quicker from the stalls than the Hurricane but 

he has zero margin for error if he wants to clear the inside berth to the turn. Either way, 

he could get compromised if a speed duel ensues. HJ is by BC Juvenile winner Nyquist so 



 

© Geegeez.co.uk, Summum Bonum Ltd, and Matt Bisogno 2022 – All Rights Reserved 

could conceivably improve for the extra quarter mile, but it’s a massive ask stepping out 

of allowance grade. 

Juvenile Form Contenders: 

The best horse in the race on all known form is Cave Rock. There’s a very good chance 

he just wins, perhaps leading all the way and possibly doing a bit of a ‘Flightline’ in the 

process. But he will have to be foot perfect at the start with speed inside him. 

I’m not at all sold on the credentials of the New York pair of Forte and Blazing Sevens, 

their best form achieved on a very different racing surface. It’s possible they’ll improve 

for a sounder footing, but their odds imply that’s a given. It’s not. 

It’s possible I have this wrong – it occasionally happens, you know (!) – but I don’t see 

this as a deep renewal and as such National Treasure, well enough beaten in the 

American Pharoah by Cave Rock, looks the most likely danger to my eye. He’ll be 

having his third start and has already done enough in that last day defeat to beat the rest 

of the field.  

Have a look at National Treasure in the ‘without the favourite’ markets at anything 

better than 3/1.  
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9.40pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf (1m, Turf) 

Key Trends (15 renewals to date) 

✓ Euro 9 US 6 (APO'B 1st Kee 2015, 2nd Kee 2020) 

✓ 2-6 runs (14/15 had 2 to 5 runs - Prior Starts: 2-2/3-3/4-6/5-3/6-1) 

✓ 5/6 US won at 1m+, only 3/9 Euro won at 1m 

✓ 1st-3rd Fav combined only 8 from 45  - 47% winners outside top 3 in betting 

✓ 15/15 Top 3 LTO or within 2L of winner (ran sharp) 

✓ 0 Front Runner winners (8 CLOSERS, 6 PROMINENT, 1 MIDFIELD)  

✓ 7 of the 9 Euro winners plus Hootenanny recorded RPR of 110+; exceptions 108 LTO, 

105 LTO 

✓ 9/9 Euro winners placed in G1/2 LTO, or won lesser stakes; 3 of last 6 Euro winners 

placed in Dewhurst LTO ('18, '21 winners won G3 LTO) 

✓ 6/6 US winners had won a Stakes and were placed 123 in all Stakes runs 

✓ Euro winners 20-43 days absent (5/8 20 or 21 days); US 20, 34, 34, 35, 49, 68 days 

absent 

✓ Pilgrim Stakes considered a key prep: got 1st win in ’16, 2nd win in '19, 3rd win in '20 

✓ APOB 4, C Appleby 3, Gosden 2 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

 

Gaslight Dancer looks a likely leader though he’ll be up against it from the outside stall 

to pass Curly Larry And Mo in trap 3. Ryan will need to break alertly from the inside post 

if he’s not to be trapped behind a wall of horses.  

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

Anthewinneris, Cairo, Major Dude, PACKS A WAHLOP, SILVER KNOTT, Webslinger 

Juvenile Turf Form 

Silver Knott was waited with behind the lead trio before pulling wide and stretching 

clear of a game rival in the Group 3 Autumn Stakes at Newmarket. That straight seven 

favours leaders so it was a taking effort to give good horses a start and run them down. 

He showed the ability to rate in amongst horses and quicken when a gap shows itself: 

key attributes for US inner turf tracks. SK had previously failed to pick up when last of 

three in a Group 2 on soft ground at Doncaster; with a dry week forecast in Lexington, the 

track is expected to ride firm.  

Victoria Road got off the mark at the fifth time of asking in a seven furlong maiden, and 

has gone on to win in Listed and Group 3 events in France. In the Listed race win, he had 

Blue Rose Cen, subsequent winner of the G1 Marcel Boussac, a short neck behind. That 

reads well but I’m a little dubious of the merit of the French form currently: there are 

very few heading from France to Keeneland this season (although Blue Rose Cen was 

meant to run in the Juvenile Fillies Turf until stepping on a stone). 
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The grey Packs A Wahlop is much the best of the Californian two-year-old turfers, 

winning by daylight in both the Del Mar Juvenile Turf and the Zuma Beach, both G3. He 

runs very even fractions, and has finished with 23.42 and 23.64 final quarters in those 

races: that’s decent. 

Andthewinneris was an impressive scorer in the Bourbon Stakes (G2, Keeneland, 1m½f, 

firm), rallying six wide into the straight having been drawn in the outside 12 stall. By the 

finish, he’d put three lengths back to the rest. Previously, on ‘good’ turf, he was outrun in 

the lane in the more steadily paced G3 With Anticipation, and his best chance looks to be 

if they go hard through the first half. That’s not a given. 

Really Good was third in the Bourbon, just getting nudged into a pocket at a key 

moment in the straight. He’d probably not have beaten the winner, but would have been 

a lot closer.  

In the Pilgrim Stakes, Major Dude had a perfect trip and kept ample in reserve to repel 

I’m Very Busy. The second came from far back, but again, a quick tempo would aid the 

cause of the placed horse. That was Major Dude’s first turf run after three dirt races 

(debut win). 

I’m Very Busy was odds on favourite in the Pilgrim, after an impressive debut win. 

There’s a fair chance he could shuffle placings with Major Dude this time, depending on 

luck in the run. 

Six furlong G3 winner, Nagirroc, was all out to get up in a blanket finish. With this mile in 

mind, I’d be looking for him doing his best work late but he’d have been third in another 

three strides: he looks a short runner, though the projected steady pace may be in his 

favour. 

In the Listed NowNowNow Stakes (1m, firm), Webslinger had the widest stall in nine, and 

travelled wide around the field throughout; he still had enough stretch gas to gun down 

Oxymore, whose trip was kinder and who just didn’t see the mile out as well. The ‘slinger 

could be overpriced. 

 

Juvenile Turf Form Contenders 

When Modern Games won the Juvenile Turf last year, he had a BHA performance figure 

for his prior start – a win in the Tattersalls Stakes – of 113. Heading over to the US, Silver 

Knott earned a BHA performance figure of 115 for his win in the Autumn Stakes. He has 

the right attributes and looks a progressive horse; it’s just his very skinny price that 

dampens enthusiasm. Trainer Charlie Appleby has won this three times in the past nine 

years and twice in the past four years. 

Aidan O’Brien has an even better record, claiming four Juvenile Turfs, the last of them 

being Mendelssohn in 2017, but perhaps the most memorable of which was Hit It A Bomb 

coming from last to first via the parking lot here at Keeneland in 2015. Nevertheless, a 

Racing Post Rating of 100 (vs SK’s 115) gives him plenty to find. Victoria Road has been 

very popular in the betting so maybe he’s improving fast this autumn. 
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Of the American contingent, Packs A Wahlop is clear best on the left side of the country; 

elsewhere, it’s less clear. I’m Very Busy could reverse form with Pilgrim winner, Major 

Dude. Meanwhile, at Keeneland, Andthewinneris put in a taking effort and so, too, in a 

slightly lesser way, Really Good. And Webslinger looks well over-priced, too. 

Because you can’t back them all, I’m leaning east rather than west and, therefore, am 

against Packs A Wahlop – and Victoria Road (though it’d be no surprise if either won). 

Silver Knott is a rotten price now but has obvious prospects. 

Each way plays on any of I’m Very Busy and Webslinger – especially when the firms 

start offering extra places – could be interesting for small money. 

In the exotics, I’ll be using all of these ‘underneath’ (and have backed the last named 

already –at shorter than he is now!) with Silver Knott on top, amongst other 

permutations. 
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SATURDAY 

3.50pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint (7f, Dirt) 

Key Trends (15 renewals so far) 

✓ Winner's age: 644544554453335 

✓ 3yo's 3 from 40 to date; '18 winner 3yo, 20/1; '19 1st/2nd only two 3yo's in the field; '20 winner 

Gamine 3yo 

✓ 3yo's won 0 of first 11, and now won 3 of last 4 (sole 3yo well beaten in '21) 

✓ 14/15 finished in the top 3, or within 3L of the winner, last time (not ’17 winner) 

✓ 12/15 won at 7f; 6/15 2+ wins at 7f 

✓ 11/15 won or were 2nd in a G1 ('17 winner 2nd 7f G1 2 years ago, '18 winner 1st G2 LTO only 

7f start, '21 winner won G1 a year ago) 

✓ TCA at Keeneland is a key prep (albeit over 6f) – 

✓ PID Masters (6 1/2f) also key race – not run in '20 or '21 but back in '22, won by Artie's 

Princess 

✓ Surface switch (synth or turf to dirt): 7/15 winners; '18 winner 1stx2 on synths prior to final 

prep on dirt 

✓ Fav 5/15, 2nd fav 2/15, 3rd fav 1/15 ('21 winner). 7/15 4th or lower in the betting 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

Filly/Mare Sprint TRAINER 
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Slammed Todd Fincher 1 15 3.5 3.75 4 3 4 4 

Edgeway John Sadler 2 13 3 3.25 3 3 3 4 

Chi Town Lady Wesley Ward 3 5 1 1.25 1 1 2 1 

Ce Ce Michael McCarthy 4 7 1.5 1.75 2 1 2 2 

Frank's Rockette Bill Mott 5 10 2 2.5 3 1 3 3 

Chain Of Love Michihiro Ogasa 6 3 ### 1.5 ? ? 1 2 

Obligatory Bill Mott 7 6 2 1.5 1 3 1 1 

Goodnight Olive Chad Brown 8 12 2.5 3 3 2 4 3 

Sterling Silver Tom Albertrani 9 5 1.5 1.25 2 1 1 1 

Hot Peppers  Rudy Rodriguez 10 16 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Wicked Halo Steve Asmussen 11 11 2.5 2.75 3 2 3 3 

Lady Rocket Brad Cox 12 14 3 3.5 4 2 4 4 

Echo Zulu Steve Asmussen 13 15 3.5 3.75 4 3 4 4 

 

Even with the late scratching of Letruska this looks very quick early, with all of Hot 

Peppers, Echo Zulu, and Slammed habitual need-the-lead types; Lady Rocket loves it 

up top, too. They can’t all get the lead, of course, but the fact that two or three at least will 

try means this is going to be very testing, and perhaps a late runner at a price is the way 

to play? 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

LADY ROCKET, GOODNIGHT OLIVE, Obligatory 

Filly & Mare Sprint Form 

Goodnight Olive, a four-year-old trained by Chad Brown, is favourite here after 

progressing rapidly through the ranks from maiden to optional allowance to Grade 1 last 

time. There, she waited behind the duelling front pair before striding away in the 

straight; Obligatory closed well late, while Ce Ce (favoured this day) was eased off after 

misfiring. Olive has only had six career starts, three each in 2021 and 2022, and she’s 

been off since late August.  

Echo Zulu, winner of the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies to crown an unbeaten four-race 

two-year-old season, started 2022 with a win in her Kentucky Oaks prep before getting 

outrun in the Oaks itself. That nine furlong range snapped her stamina limitations which 

is why she turned back to seven furlongs in the G3 Dogwood last time; there, she led all 

the way and drew off to win by five from a relatively weak field. She’s a habitual front-

runner drawn widest of all in 13, and facing plenty of speed contention, so life won’t be 

easy; but she is a very smart filly. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Slammed?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Edgeway?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Chi-Town-Lady?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Ce-Ce?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Frank-s-Rockette?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Chain-Of-Love-jpn?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Obligatory?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Goodnight-Olive?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Sterling-Silver?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Hot-Peppers?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Wicked-Halo?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Lady-Rocket?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Echo-Zulu?tab=results
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Similar ‘smart filly’ comments apply to Ce Ce, the current FM Sprint champion. She’s had 

an up and down season since then, winning three of six but checking out tamely in the G1 

Ballerina and also no better than third in her other G1 attempt this year. Her run style fits 

the likely setup here, and she has obvious back class; but she’ll need to step forward. 

She’s capable of that. 

The deep closer Obligatory is a two-time seven furlong winner who will get a fast pace 

to run at. But that was also true when she could only finish third to Goodnight Olive last 

time. This could be quicker even than the 22.09 opening quarter that day, and every 

fraction faster aids this filly’s prospects. Deep closers are hard horses with which to win, 

however, and a square price should usually be part of the exchange. You have to decide 

whether 10/1 is square enough. 

Slammed has emerged out of the relative little leagues to be a contender, after claiming 

the TCA Stakes over six furlongs here. That race is often a key prep for this, but her only 

win beyond 6f was when 1/10 in a minor stakes event at Zia Park. She may not try to lead, 

even from stall 1, but she’s bound to bounce out and be somewhere front rank. A bit to 

prove at the trip, especially after being out-finished in the final strides over 6½f at Del 

Mar two back. 

Her vanquisher there was Edgeway, who has not been seen since. But she shows up 

here, in the stall next to her old rival, and is another for John ‘Flightline’ Sadler. She’s a 

non-winner of three at seven furlongs, but was second to Ce Ce in last year’s FM Sprint. 

While her speed figures are some way off what’s been achieved by her rivals, a searing 

early pace could contribute to a slow overall time and, therefore, a lowish figure. In plain 

English, that might not stop her – or indeed many in this field; what might count against 

her is if she gets embroiled in the projected pace battle early.  

Frank’s Rockette is thoroughly exposed – she’s a veteran of 23 races, nine wins – but 

she’s been more sparingly campaigned in ’22 with just four runs. Her last three speed 

figures fit, and she’s comfortable on or off the lead; but she’s never run in a rapid 7f 

contest and her stamina could give way.  

Steve Asmussen’s second daughter of Gun Runner in the field, after Echo Zulu, is Wicked 

Halo. Both have lucked out with the draw, Halo drawing 11 to Zulu’s 13. Ouch. Halo is a 

three-year-old, and has some nice 7f form to her name most notably when winning a G2 

by four lengths here at Keeneland. If she can get a stalking position from that wide draw, 

she’s a definite danger; but how she’ll cope with a pace meltdown is an unknown. 

Lady Rocket has stall 12 and is one of the pace angles: she has led at the first call in five 

or her last six races. That will be tough for all the speedsters in here, and when she’s 

chased a fast early fraction over seven she’s faded late. That’s the most likely outcome. 

Chi Town Lady is interesting. A very deep closer, and an unexposed three-year-old, 

she came from eleven lengths behind at the first call to run down the collapsing speed in 

a 7f G1 last time: that could be the exact scenario here. She’s quite a big filly, has trained 

up to this race since early August, but that’s not a negative for trainer Wesley Ward, who 

has a 26% hit rate with horses off a layoff of 61-180 days. Ward won this in 2014 with Judy 

The Beauty. 
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The Japanese had a breakout Breeders’ Cup in Del Mar last year, so it’s a touch strange 

that they have just one runner this time. Chain Of Love is she, just a three time winner 

from 22 lifetime. But, look a little closer, and she’s two from six on the dirt having 

switched quite late in her career from turf; and she’s one from one at 7f on the dirt.  

Look closer still and you’ll see she closed from a mile back off a searching gallop in the 

6f Dubai Golden Shaheen at the World Cup Carnival to be a two length fourth; and, over 

the extra furlong last time, she was again out the back before just getting up. I haven’t 

seen a video of the race but here is the Racing Post comment, “Dwelt, well adrift in final 

pair, plenty to do when angled out with 2f to run, go headway over 1f out, ran on well 

final furlong to lead post”. She might be too slow early to keep tabs, but if she can hang 

in there, she’ll be finishing to effect. 

Hot Peppers helps make the pace, well, hot. She’s led at the first call in six of her last 

seven races, and all of her last four. Trap ten is not easy for her, but she doesn’t appear to 

have a Plan B. She’ll fade late. Or early. But she’ll fade. 

And Sterling Silver completes the field. She’s a three-year-old with a 7f win to her name 

this year, in Listed company; but she might be better at six and, anyway, she doesn’t look 

good enough even though her run style fits. 

Filly & Mare Sprint Form Contenders 

This is one of those races where I don’t think the best horses make the best bets. The 

shape of the race looks like it will be hot hot hot from a pace perspective. If that comes to 

pass, it’ll be a long way home down the lane, with the slow ones plodding through 

beaten horses. 

If that sounds uncharitable, it’s been the route to victory of the likes of Shamrock Rose 

(tipped her in 2018 at 33/1) and Bar Of Gold (66/1, not tipped here, ran down 33/1 Ami’s 

Mesa, tipped here, in the last stride – that was heartbreaking!) 

There have of course been plenty of years when it’s gone a different way: the last three 

years have seen two favourites and a 6/1 shot go in. That’s fine; we can’t win them all, 

but the value here looks to be with the slow and steady posse. With that in mind, I’m 

playing Chain Of Love, Chi Town Lady and Obligatory, in Hail Mary exactas and 

trifectas, and the first two to win at 20/1 or bigger. This is small stakes territory!!  
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4.29pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint (5f, Turf) 

Key Trends (14 renewals so far) 

✓ 9/14 were distance winners (more material when run at 5½f or 6½f, less so at 5f) 

✓ Age 3-2; 4-5; 5-3; 6-3; 8-1 (all largely in line with representation) 

✓ 12/14 winners were top 3 or within 3L of the winner last time out (not ’17 winner) 

✓ 11/14 had 99+ Beyer or 115+ RPR; 14/14 96+ Beyer or 115+ RPR ('21 winner 96 Beyer) 

✓ 12/14 had 4+ starts in year ('21 winner 3 starts) 

✓ 13/14 had a 28+ day layoff  

✓ 14/14 placed in Graded Stakes (10/14 WON Graded Stakes) 

✓ Europeans 1 from 15 so far (Glass Slippers in 2020, 4th-5th-8th in 2021) 

✓ Favourite is 5/14 

✓ Peter Miller won the three renewals between 2017 and 2019 (including 2x exacta!) 

✓ Wesley Ward first BC Turf Sprint win in 2021, from 13 runners to date 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

Turf Sprint  TRAINER 
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Creative Force Charlie Appleby 1 7 2.5 1.75 3 2 1 1 

Flotus Simon & Ed Crisford 2 10 2 2.5 1 3 2 4 

Emaraaty Ana Kevin Ryan 3 9 1.5 2.25 2 1 3 3 

Campanelle Wesley Ward 4 9 3 2.25 2 4 2 1 

Go Bears Go David Loughnane 5 15 4 3.75 4 4 4 3 

Highfield Princess John Quinn 6 13 3 3.25 3 3 4 3 

Arrest Me Red Wesley Ward 7 10 2 2.5 1 3 4 2 

Golden Pal Wesley Ward 8 12 3.5 3 4 3 1 4 

Naval Crown Charlie Appleby 9 14 3.5 3.5 4 3 3 4 

Caravel Brad Cox 10 12 3.5 3 3 4 3 2 

Casa Creed Bill Mott 11 6 1 1.5 1 1 1 3 

Bran John Sadler 12 11 2 2.75 1 3 4 3 

Cazadero Brendan Walsh 13 8 1.5 2 2 1 2 3 

Artemus Citylimits Mike Maker 14 14 3 3.5 2 4 4 4 

Dancing Buck Michelle Nevin AE1 11 3 2.75 4 2 1 4 

Oceanic Jordan Blair AE2 9 1.5 2.25 1 2 3 3 

 

Not obviously a total burn up, though Brits Go Bears Go and Naval Crown like to press 

on, so too Artemus Citylimits. Favourite Golden Pal is versatile, and Highfield 

Princess is expected to find her position just off the early sizzle. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

GOLDEN PAL, ARREST ME RED, Dancing Buck 

Turf Sprint Form 

The reigning Turf Sprint champion, and before that the Juvenile Turf Sprint champion 

over this course and distance, is Golden Pal. He’s fluffed his lines twice and been beaten 

all three times he’s faced straight tracks in Blighty, but is unbeaten in eight on home turf, 

seven of them at this range and four of them at Keeneland. 

He almost always leads but, when he missed a beat at the start two back, he showed 

tactical versatility to sit third and close to the lead in the straight. There are usually 

horses running him down late in the play and that’s the concern here but, in truth, he is a 

clear and obvious favourite. 

Highfield Princess has been a dream for connections this season (and before), winning 

three straight Group 1’s from five to six and a half furlongs, and from good to firm 

through to soft. The bend holds no fears for her, either, as she’s six from 14 in UK going 

left-handed. She can lead but doesn’t need to, and she’s got proven speed and stamina. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Creative-Force-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Flotus-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Emaraaty-Ana?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Campanelle-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Go-Bears-Go-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Highfield-Princess-fr?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Arrest-Me-Red?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Golden-Pal?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Naval-Crown-gb?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Caravel?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Casa-Creed?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Bran?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Cazadero?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Artemus-Citylimits?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Dancing-Buck?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Oceanic?tab=results
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Nicely rested since her Curragh score in September, she looks a highly plausible 

alternative to Golden Pal. 

Creative Force represents Charlie Appleby and immediately gets marked up for that; 

but, he’s never gone left-handed, and only went right-handed over a mile at Goodwood 

(neck second in the Lennox Stakes). His sprint form this season is at six furlongs, and 

includes a further neck second in the G1 Platinum Jubilee Stakes, and third in the 

Champions Sprint last month, a race he won last year. Yet to race at shy of six eighths, he 

is versatile from a run style perspective and will finish off well. 

Wesley Ward saddles Golden Pal and also Campanelle, a very smart filly who was third 

in the Platinum Jubilee, and has a win over the course and distance. She’s normally more 

patiently ridden – midfield typically – and has a number of runs that put her in the frame 

here, though perhaps not for the win. 

Arrest Me Red is three-from-three at 5½f, including in the G2 Churchill Turf Sprint on 

Kentucky Derby weekend. He sweated up beforehand that day, and had a tough post in 

10 of 13; but found a good position three wide, travelled all the way the furlong pole and 

quickened away to win by two. After that, in the G1 Jaipur (6f), he again cruised through 

the race, passing his long-standing foe 50 yards from home but getting chinned by the 

closing Casa Creed in the shadows of the post. And last time, in a G2 at Kentucky Downs, 

he blew the start before coming seven wide into the straight; he still threatened to take it 

up at the furlong pole before flattening out for a length third. 

Casa Creed is a high class turfer but has never raced at shorter than six furlongs and is 

0-from-3 at Keeneland, all out of the frame though all at a mile. He’s won the 6f Jaipur at 

Belmont the last two years, but that more stretching track was in the favour of a horse 

who gets a mile. He looks likely to be outpaced. 

The six-year-old Emaraaty Ana has been a fantastic horse for connections, and he’s still 

hitting the frame consistently in the G1 sprints, as when 2nd in the Haydock Sprint Cup 

and 3rd in the Nunthorpe. He was fourth to Golden Pal in this race last year – over five 

furlongs – but wasn’t really making any late headway at the shorter trip. Similarly well 

drawn this time, and with no obvious speed inside him, he could bag the rail two or three 

positions from the front.  

Bran, formerly trained in France, has really found his stride for Flightline’s trainer, John 

Sadler, in California this year. In eight races, he’s won three and placed on another four 

occasions. The wins include G3 and G2 scores, the latter punching his ticket for this race 

with a defeat of Arrest Me Red and Artemus Citylimits. He was second to Arrest Me Red 

in the Churchill Turf Sprint and there ought again to be little between them, though Bran 

has to overcome stall 12. 

David Loughnane runs Go Bears Go, who was a close second in the Juvenile Turf Sprint 

last year. In 2022, he’s won a brace of Group 3’s but been found out in G1 company. Still, 

we know he handles the tight US turns and we know he has gate speed. Stall five makes 

him the innermost early speed horse so he could lead to the bend. After that, who 

knows? 
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Cazadero has run ten times, but only the last twice on turf, winning on the most recent of 

that pair in G2 company at Woodbine. He was very quietly ridden there, sitting three 

lengths last before cruising into it in the straight and getting well on top by the line. The 

worry is he’ll get too far back against a field full of speed but, if he can hang on to them in 

the first three furlongs, he’ll finish off well – his patient early style mitigates a very wide 

draw in 13. He remains unexposed on turf. 

Charlie Appleby doesn’t saddle many 33/1 at the Breeders’ Cup or indeed full stop, but 

that’s the case – for now at least – with Naval Crown, his second arrow in the Turf Sprint, 

and a Royal Ascot Group 1 winner in the Platinum Jubilee Stakes earlier in the year. He 

was second in the July Cup in his next race but, thereafter, has drifted off the boil with 

three well beaten efforts in Group 1’s. He has tactical speed and, if coming here directly 

after Royal Ascot, would be close to favourite; but you have to decide whether his recent 

troubles are sufficiently accommodated in a price of 33/1 in order to forgive them. He 

has plenty of early speed. 

Flotus doesn’t really fit here, her three-year-old form failing to match the best of the 

Europeans. 

Turf Sprint Form Contenders 

Two very logical, and well found in the market, contenders in Golden Pal and Highfield 

Princess. While my heart says Princess, my head screams Pal. But it might not be a two-

horse race, with plenty of classy sprinters in opposition. 

Anything Charlie Appleby runs at this meeting demands respect and, as such, cases can 

be made for both Creative Force and, to a lesser degree but at a bigger price, Naval 

Crown. And Go Bears Go has shown a liking for US racing, too. 

I’ve backed two in here: Golden Pal for the win, and Arrest Me Red each way. Golden 

Pal is short enough now but Arrest Me Red still looks a bit of value at around 16/1. He 

travels well and, bar missing the break a couple of times, has almost always contested 

for the win in turf sprints. 

I’ll be playing the others mentioned in exotics.  
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5.10pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile (1m, Dirt) 

Key Trends (15 renewals to date) 

✓ 12/15 ran in a Grade 1 or 2 last time out (but NOT '19 or '20 winners) 

✓ 15/15 notched at least one 100+ Beyer in their last two races 

✓ 9/15 had 5+ runs in the year, 8/14 had 6+ runs in year (not strong trend) 

✓ Seasonal run breakdown: 2-1/3-2/4-3/5-1/6-2/7-1/8-2/9-2/10-1 

✓ # of runs from 2012: 5-8-4-3-3-9-4-7-2-4 

✓ Layoff: 12/15 27-42 days ('18 winner 70 days, '19 winner 20 days) 

✓ 8/15 'turned back' in distance (2/4 exceptions were Goldencents)  

✓ Top 3 favourites: Fav 4/15; 2nd fav 3/15; 3rd fav 1/15 [7/15 outside top 3 in betting] 

✓ Age 3-5/4-8/5-1/6-1 = 13/15 aged 3 or 4yo  

✓ 14/15 had won a Graded Stakes in career 

✓ 10/15 had won at a mile 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

Dirt Mile TRAINER 
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Slow Down Andy Doug O'Neill 1 14 3.5 3.5 3 4 3 4 

Simplification Antonio Sano 2 7 2.5 1.75 3 2 1 1 

Pipeline Chad Brown 3 14 3.5 3.5 4 3 4 3 

Law Professor Rob Atras 4 9 3 2.25 2 4 1 2 

Gunite Steve Asmussen 5 11 3 2.75 3 3 2 3 

Laurel River Bob Baffert 6 13 3 3.25 3 3 4 3 

Cody's Wish Bill Mott 7 7 1.5 1.75 1 2 3 1 

Informative Uriah St Lewis 8 10 3 2.5 3 3 3 1 

Cyberknife Brad Cox 9 9 2.5 2.25 1 4 1 3 

Senor Buscador Todd Fincher 10 5 1 1.25 1 1 1 2 

Three Technique Jason Cook 11 5 1 1.25 1 1 2 1 

 

Forward will go Pipeline and Slow Down Andy, with fancied runners like Laurel River 

and Gunite tracking that speed in a race where few with ability should be compromised. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

Cody’s Wish, Laurel River, Cyberknife 

Dirt Mile Form 

Cody’s Wish is favoured after his late rally to beat a softened Jackie’s Warrior (Sprint 

favourite) over 7f in the G1 Forego. He had no part of the early go, but closed well from 

half way through the home turn, winning going away. He put up a big speed figure, 

suggesting this might be his best trip/setup. That said, he’s five-from-five at a mile, which 

is pretty tough to crab, and he’s recorded triple digit Beyers the last thrice. He’s a Bill 

Mott East Coaster running in the Godolphin blue. 

Vying for market supremacy is a Bob Baffert West Coaster running in the Juddmonte 

green, white and pink. Laurel River is his name, and he’s a lightly raced four-year-old 

who has won his last three, most recently when dominant in the G2 Pat O’Brien at Del Mar 

(7f). He’s two out of two at a mile, albeit in lower grade and with ratings just shy of 100; 

but he’s raced only twice this year and could be, as they say, sitting on a big one. 

Cyberknife has had a long old twelve months. Exactly a year ago, he ran the first of ten 

races since, in a sprint maiden special weight. After being beaten, local trainer Brad Cox 

stepped him up to extended mile races, and he’s won five of nine since. That quintet 

includes the G1 Arkansas Derby and G1 Haskell, as well as second in the G1 Travers and 

third in the G1 Penn Derby. His only real clunk was in the, you guessed it, G1 Kentucky 

Derby. Bizarrely, he’s yet to race at a flat mile, and watching his most recent 1m½f race 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Slow-Down-Andy?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Simplification?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Pipeline?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Law-Professor?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Gunite?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Laurel-River?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Codys-Wish?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Informative?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Cyberknife?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Senor-Buscador?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Three-Technique?tab=results
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he seemed to need every yard. This might be too sharp for him, though a fast pace would 

help. 

Yet another Steve Asmussen Gun Runner-sired three-year-old is Gunite. He’s won four of 

six in 2022, but is yet to go as far as this having played exclusively at seven furlongs (and 

one 6½f effort). Gun Runner famously won the ten furlong Classic but his mum, a mare 

called Simple Surprise, raced almost exclusively at five furlongs; I’m just not convinced 

by this fella’s stamina. He did close quite well against Jack Christopher in a 7f G1 three 

back, and that will have fired this team’s hope. 

Senor Buscador had more than a year off between Feb ’21 and July this year, but has 

returned in good form. He’s won two of his four starts since the break, including most 

recently the G3 Ack Ack over a mile at Churchill. He had the worst of the draw there – 8 

of 8 – and bided his time before taking the lead a furlong and a half out; facing a 

challenge in the final sixteenth, he had enough in reserve. Prior to that he’d been third to 

Laurel River and Sprint-bound American Theorem in the Pat O’Brien. He again had the 

worst of the draw there – 10 of 10 – and came seven wide into the straight; in light of that, 

he ran very well and I’d have been interested had he not, incredibly, lucked out with the 

draw a third time in succession, this time exiting box 10 of 11. He’ll be a bet when he 

catches a break with the post positions! 

Pipeline, in stall 3, is part of the pace setup. He doesn’t need to lead, but he sure likes to, 

and has been either leading or within a length at the first call in his last four. That has 

only equated to one win, in an allowance contest. He ran a big number there but had a 

perfect trip setting optimal fractions; he could get a perfect trip here, too, though the 

presence of Slow Down Andy in stall 1 is a problem in that regard. He has a second big 

number, when third to Cody’s Wish and Jackie’s Warrior in that 7f Forego (G1) last time, 

and that level of form puts him in the frame here. I’m not convinced by the combination 

of class level and extra furlong, however. 

Law Professor has been mixing turf and dirt races with a degree of success. After 

switching trainer to Rob Atras two back he’s won a Listed turf mile and then ran second in 

a the G1 Woodward (9f, sloppy track). That was a four runner event, however, where the 

winner – Life Is Good, 2nd favourite in the Classic – was 1/20; but he did make LIG battle 

and cruised into contention. All that said, it was relatively sedately run, and I think 

probably flattered Law Professor. If I’m wrong about that, he certainly has a place 

chance. 

Another busy three-year-old colt who took the Derby Trail is Simplification. After 

winning the G2 Fountain Of Youth in March, things have gone downhill somewhat with 

him outside the first two in five subsequent starts. A kinder interpretation is that the 

sequence includes four Grade 1’s, in which he’s run 3rd in the Florida Derby, and 4th in 

the Kentucky Derby. He got hooked up in the speed last time in the Penn Derby from a 

wide stall and faded late (1m1f) and this turn back will be in his favour as will the kinder 

draw, in rail proximity terms at least. But with fast starters either side, it could be tough 

for him in the early strides. 

Slow Down Andy is the other quick horse drawn adjacent to Simplification. He faded out 

of things late in the G1 Awesome Again (1m1f), and this turn back in trip will help. He’s 
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another who has yet to race at a flat mile, and his form suggests he might appreciate it. 

But with pace in all three inside traps, there’s a lot that can go wrong trip wise for him, 

and he’s probably just not fast enough anyway. It wouldn’t be a total shocker if he won, 

mind. 

It probably would be a total shocker if Informative won. He’s a five-year-old veteran of 

36 races who has never run a triple figure Beyer figure: the lowest winning Dirt Mile 

Beyer since 2014 is 107. That’s just not in this guy’s locker. 

Likewise, Three Technique, a fellow five-year-old with 26 previous convictions, only 

four wins. He did notch a 102 on the Beyer scale two back but he’s a very unlikely 

winner, especially from the widest gate of all. 

Dirt Mile Form Contenders 

Pace looks even so the best horse with the best trip should win. Cody’s Wish would be a 

fairy tale result for the lad he’s named after, who suffers from a rare genetic issue and has 

formed a strong bond with the horse. He’s got a great chance, too. 

Sentiment aside, the market cannot separate Cody’s from Laurel River and Cyberknife; 

and I’m struggling to do so myself.  

If the pace is hot, which is possible but perhaps unlikely, Cody’s Wish is the most likely 

winner for me. If it’s even, perhaps Laurel River is the answer. And either way, 

Cyberknife would be my second choice! 

This race has thrown some odd results down the years – Tapizar, Tamarkuz and Battle of 

Midway all nowhere on my radar screen – but it’s also gone to the top few in the market 

the other seven times during the past decade. 

I backed Laurel River at 7/1 a few weeks ago (yay me, I know) but I honestly cannot 

see any value in this race right now. If one of Cody’s Wish or Laurel River drifts to 4/1 

or bigger, or Cyberknife to 5/1-plus, they’d be a value play. Otherwise, pass or guess. 
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5.50pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Turf (1m3f, Turf) 

Key Trends (23 renewals to date) 

✓ US/import 12, Europe 10, Japan 1 (2021) 

✓ 8/8 US winners 1st/2nd LTO; 3/4 ex-Euro imports 1st LTO; 1/10 Euro 1st LTO! 

✓ Layoff: US/import 10/12 35 days or less; Euro, anything goes!; Japan winner off 65 

days 

✓ Age: 3-6 (all Euro, including 16, 17 & 19 winners); 4-10; 5-5 (inc '21 Japanese winner); 

6 or more-1 

✓ Since 2007, Euro 3yo: 4, US: 8, Euro 4yo+: 2, Japan 1 (2021) 

✓ 21/23 - 4-7 runs this season (other 2 had 3 starts) 

✓ 9 of 12 US winners had a race at Keeneland that season 

✓ Since 2012, Chad Brown 4, Europe 5 (all 11/1 or shorter, 2nd with the fav in 2020 from 

4 starters), Japan 1 

✓ 4 wins for Chad Brown, 3 for Sir Michael Stoute  

How the runners fit 

 

 

  



 

© Geegeez.co.uk, Summum Bonum Ltd, and Matt Bisogno 2022 – All Rights Reserved 

Pace: 

Filly/Mare Turf  TRAINER 
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Lady Speightspeare Roger Attfield 1 12 2.5 3 2 3 4 3 

Going To Vegas Phil d'Amato 2 9 3 2.25 4 2 2 1 

Nashwa J & T Gosden 3 8 1.5 2 2 1 3 2 

Above The Curve Joseph O'Brien 4 10 2.5 2.5 3 2 3 2 

Tuesday Aidan O'Brien 5 7 2 1.75 3 1 2 1 

Mise En Scene James Ferguson 6 9 2.5 2.25 4 1 2 2 

Toy Aidan O'Brien 7 13 3.5 3.25 3 4 3 3 

Family Way  Brendan Walsh 8 8 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Rougir Chad Brown 9 5 1.5 1.25 2 1 1 1 

Virginia Joy Chad Brown 10 12 3 3 4 2 2 4 

In Italian Chad Brown 11 15 4 3.75 4 4 3 4 

Moira Kevin Attard 12 7 1.5 1.75 2 1 2 2 

 

Dreamloper has gone to the Mile, so In Italian figures to lead, perhaps from Toy and/or 

Virginia Joy. Should be run at a sound but not overly fast tempo. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

Above The Curve, IN ITALIAN, Nashwa, Tuesday 

Filly & Mare Turf Form 

Nashwa has very solid form. She was second in the G1 Prix de l’Opera last time, on soft 

ground; but her form on good to soft or faster this season reads 11311, the 3 being a non-

staying third in the Oaks, and the 1’s including two Group 1’s at around a mile and a 

quarter. The FM Turf is, along with the Turf Sprints, a race whose distance changes 

depending which track is hosting and, at Keeneland, that means it’s 1m1½f, not far from 

ideal for Nashwa. She’s versatile as regards run style, had had a good break before the 

Opera run so comes here fresh, and has the plum draw in 3. 

Just outside her in stall 4 is Joseph O’Brien’s Above The Curve, a place behind Nashwa 

in the Opera and winner of the Prix St Alary earlier in the campaign. She, too, had a 

midseason break and come here off two runs since, the other being a neck verdict in a 

G2 on Irish Champions Weekend. Her form has a slightly more progressive look to it 

than Nashwa’s, although she will need to take a further step forward to pass that one’s 

proven level. 

In stall 5 is Aidan O’Brien’s Tuesday, sixth in the Opera. She had previously won the 

Oaks, been second in the Yorkshire Oaks, and a close fourth in the Prix Vermeille, all 

G1’s and all mile and a half races. The two and a half furlong drop back in distance is not 

obviously what she needs, to these eyes at least. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Lady-Speightspeare?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Going-To-Vegas?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Nashwa?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Above-The-Curve?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Tuesday-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Mise-En-Scene?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Toy-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Family-Way?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Rougir?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Virginia-Joy-ger?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/In-Italian?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Moira?tab=results
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First of the Americans in the UK betting is In Italian. Trained by Chad Brown (four wins 

in this race since 2012), this four-year-old daughter of Dubawi has raced mainly at a mile 

but did win the nine furlong Diana (G1), a race in which she made all in smart fashion 

with nothing challenging her towards the finish. She dropped back to a mile again last 

time, in a G1 at this track, and wired her field again. There’s a chance of her getting a soft 

lead and she’ll be tough to pass if she does. 

Rougir, formerly trained in France and winner of last year’s Prix de l’Opera, is now 

running from the Chad Brown barn. She won a 10f G1 last time in strange fashion: she 

clipped heels in the back straight almost coming down and dropping back three or four 

lengths, then still had plenty to do in the straight before gradually wearing her field 

down, the re-opposing Moira rallying well for second. 

The third and final string to Chad’s bow is Virginia Joy, a German-bred whose winning 

form is over further. She made all to beat the smart, and BC Turf-bound, War Like 

Goddess last time over 1m3f, and also when winning a G2 over the same trip; but is more 

often ridden midfield. It will be interesting to see what tactics are adopted with this 

strong stayer. 

Moira is a three-year-old daughter of Ghostzapper, the Breeders’ Cup Classic winner of 

2004. She’d raced exclusively on Woodbine’s polytrack surface until last time when she 

tried turf. That was the Grade 1 won by Rougir but, remarkably, she was sent off 

favourite. She has the worst draw in 12 and will likely drop in behind the field and try to 

make ground in the straight. That’s going to be tricky. 

Aidan’s other runner is Toy, second in the Irish Oaks in July and winner of a Listed race 

over a mile last time. She’s been thumped on all three starts outside Ireland, however, 

twice in France and once in Germany, and doesn’t have obvious profile for this. 

The five-year-old Going To Vegas has had 28 starts, winning eight and running second 

on 11 more occasions. She’s a daughter of dual BC Dirt Mile winner, Goldencents, but 

has raced almost exclusively on the lawns. She has three wins and two seconds from five 

tries at around this trip, including when making all in the G1 Rodeo Drive last time. She 

tried that same front running tactic in last year’s FM Turf but faded badly to be 11th of 12 

as just an 8/1 chance. The start for this race is where the home bend meets the straight, 

which makes it awkward for the inner two or three stalls; as such, she may try to go 

forward and take on In Italian. 

Lady Speightspeare has won seven of twelve lifetime but was a distant third of six on her 

only G1 attempt. She has a tough post in 1, and looks over faced. Likewise the James 

Ferguson-trained Mise En Scene, who was at least leading after nine and a half furlongs 

of the ten furlong John Musker at Yarmouth last time. She got chinned late on there, that 

Listed contest being several rungs below what is required in this stacked Grade 1. She 

was comprehensively beaten in last year’s Juvenile Fillies Turf, too, albeit having used a 

lot of gas early to get a position.  

Family Way has been in the frame in her last seven starts, three of them at Grade 1 

level, but she’s only prevailed once, in a G3. She’s a very likeable and consistent mare 
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who will probably rate behind the early speed in midfield, and it wouldn’t be a total 

shock if she again figured somewhere in the superfecta. But not ‘on top’.  

Filly & Mare Turf Form Contenders 
This has been a bit of a graveyard for favourites, just 6/4 Dank winning in the past 

decade. So, while Nashwa’s credentials are robust, she’s worth opposing at quotes of 

around 6/4. 

Above The Curve has a most progressive look to her form and is a very obvious 

alternative. Meanwhile, if In Italian gets her way in front she, too, will be tough to get 

by. I don’t see many others being good enough on form, but these turf races are often 

messy. 

At the prices, I’ve backed In Italian each way at 7/1 and had a small win bet on Above 

The Curve at 11/2. It’s very possible that Nashwa beats them both! 
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6.30pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Sprint (6f, Dirt) 

Key Trends (38 renewals to date) 
✓ 2007+, the BC Sprint winners came into the race with a combined 98/195 lifetime win record 

(50%) 

✓ Last 30 winners had at least 50% 1-2 strike rate at 6f 

✓ 35/38 won a G1-3 that season ('21 winner closing neck 2nd in G2 LTO) 

✓ 1+ 6f wins AND ran sharp 7f last 12 months a solid recent angle 

✓ 23 of the last 29 had 2+ 6f wins that season 

✓ 14 of the last 24 winners were 50%+ lifetime winners  

✓ 14 of last 18 winners had 6 or fewer seasonal starts ('21 winner had 8 prior starts in first racing 

season) 

✓ 21 of last 28 winners showed a bullet workout 

✓ 28 of last 30 winners notched at least 103 Beyer in same season ('21 winner only 102) 

✓ Bob Baffert 5 wins, Peter Miller 2 

How the runners fit 

 

Pace: 

Sprint TRAINER 
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Manny Wah Wayne Catalano 1 5 1 1.3 1 1 2 1 

Kimari Wesley Ward 2 9 2.5 2.3 3 2 1 3 

O Besos Gregory Foley 3 5 1.5 1.3 2 1 1 1 

American Theorem G Papaprodromou 4 6 1.5 1.5 1 2 2 1 

Aloha West Wayne Catalano 5 7 1.5 1.8 2 1 3 1 

Elite Power Bill Mott 6 8 2 2 3 1 2 2 

Super Ocho Amador Sanchez 7 9 2.5 3 3 2 4 ? 

C Z Rocket Peter Miller 8 6 1.5 1.5 1 2 2 1 

Jackie's Warrior Steve Asmussen 9 15 3.5 3.8 4 3 4 4 

Willy Boi Jorge Delgado 10 11 2 2.8 2 2 3 4 

Flash Of Mischief Karl Broberg 11 12 3 3 2 4 3 3 

 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Manny-Wah?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Kimari?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/O-Besos?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/American-Theorem?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/contenders/sprint/aloha-west?tab=profile
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Elite-Power?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Super-Ocho-chi?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/C-Z-Rocket?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Jackies-Warrior?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Willy-Boi?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Flash-of-Mischief?tab=results
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Surprisingly little early speed in this field, and it will therefore be surprising of Jackie’s Warrior 

does not lead at the first call. He very like will, and he may lead all the way. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

American Theorem, Jackie’s Warrior, Kimari.  

Sprint Form 

Jackie’s Warrior has comfortably the best form, including five Grade 1 wins. He’s four 

from five at this six furlong trip and figures to get an easy lead. What’s not to like? Well, 

he was odds on favourite for this race last year but could only finish sixth; and he was 

odds on favourite for the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile the year before but could only finish 

fourth. That sounds cautionary and, to a point, it is; but he injured himself in the Sprint 

last year, and he was in front under running out of juice in the mile and a sixteenth 

Juvenile: he doesn’t get a mile. Legitimate excuses and he comes here a fresh horse after 

being rested since the end of August. 

Wesley Ward’s rapid mare, Kimari, has won her last two, both at or around this trip, 

both in Grade 2, both against her own sex. Since her two-year-old season, she’s been 

beaten both times she’s faced males – in the Commonwealth Cup at Royal Ascot and in 

the Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint last year. But, at 6f and 6½f on the dirt she’s four from four, 

and she’s recorded her best two speed figures in her most recent two starts. 

Elite Power is a fast improving four-year-old trained by Bill Mott. He stepped out of 

allowance company for the first time in his most recent race, a near six length romp in the 

G2 Vosburgh at Aqueduct. That was over seven furlongs, which seems to be his best trip 

(bred to go a mile and a quarter). 

American Theorem has won two of his last three, including the 6f G1 Bing Crosby, but 

was well enough beaten in second on his most recent spin. That was over seven furlongs, 

bumping into Laurel River, who is vying for Dirt Mile favouritism. AT came seven wide 

into the straight there and held off closers for second. Previously, he’d come five wide 

into the straight and still won by daylight attaining a career best speed rating. He’s not 

quickly away but comes home very strongly. 

Aloha West caused an 11/1 mild upset when winning the BC Sprint last year when 

progressing out of allowance company; this year, he was well beaten in a couple of 

Grade 1’s before getting back on track when dropped to Listed level. The margin was 

only a neck there, off a perfect trip throughout. 

Four-year-old Flash Of Mischief has the outside post and may be caught in traffic in 

seeking a handy position; he comes into this off a breakout performance at the 21st time 

of asking last time, when bounding clear of a Listed field by more than six lengths (6f). 

He had a tough draw there, too, in 9 of 10 and bided his time before a three wide trip. A 

repeat could see him outrun his 33/1 price. 
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Manny Wah passed all seven of his rivals from just outside the furlong pole when getting 

up on the line following a bit of a pace collapse in the G2 Ogden Phoenix over this course 

and distance last time. He was fifth in the 2020 BC Sprint, run at Keeneland, but he’s just 

not as quick as some of these. 

The runner up in that 2020 renewal was C Z Rocket, Peter Miller’s now veteran eight-

year-old. That was his sole defeat in three starts at Kee, and he ran a typically gallant 

nose second in the G2 Santa Anita Sprint Championship last time – he’d have won in 

another stride. A little long in the tooth for this level now. 

Willy Boi took an unbeaten three-from-three year into G1 company last time and came 

out vanquished by enhanced by a third placed finish. The problem is that the winner, five 

lengths in front of him, was Jackie’s Warrior. It takes plenty of imagination to visualise a 

scenario where those placings are shuffled, particularly with Willy exiting stall 10. 

O Besos has been beaten on all five starts at Graded level, though he is 2-for-2 at six 

furlongs against allowance company. And Super Ocho has found life a fair bit tougher 

since emigrating from Chile to Southern California: after a romp in a nondescript minor 

allowance race at Mountaineer Park, he’s been beaten in G3 and G2 fields the last twice. 

Needs to find a lot more. 

Sprint Form Contenders 

This is all about Jackie’s Warrior. If he brings his A game, he wins. He’s not a sexy 

price but he might still be slight value at 4/5. If you’re looking for an each-way or 

‘without the favourite’ play, you could (probably) do worse than 10/1 American 

Theorem, who makes his best moves in the latter part of his races and is a strong 

stayer at the trip. 
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7.10pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Mile (1m, Turf) 

Key Trends (38 renewals to date) 
✓ 19 of last 20 winners had 4-6 seasonal starts  

✓ 16/20 winners since 2002 had 2+ mile turf wins  (exceptions all Euros) 

✓ Repeat winners common (Miesque, Lure, Da Hoss, Goldikova, Wise Dan) 

✓ 16 of the last 26 were US winners; 7 French-trained (UK/Ire 3 for 85 since 1995, after long 

blank, wins in '18, '20, '21) 

✓ Only Goldikova (x3), Karakontie, Expert Eye, Order of Australia, Space Blues have stemmed 

US dominance since 2004 

✓ 9/11 3yo winners were Euros (4 fillies); 12/14 5yo+ winners were US (exception Goldikova #3 

& Space Blues) 

✓ Euro G1 win important, US any Graded win (Expert Eye, Order of Australia no G1 win) 

✓ 25 of the last 28 ran 123 last time, or finished within 4L of the winner (Order of Australia an 

exception) 

✓ Career record at 1m of BC Mile winners since 2002: Runs 141, 1st 81 (57%), 2nd 30 (21%) 

✓ Thus, the last 20 BC Mile winners had a collective 78% 1-2 record at the distance (Space Blues 

unraced at exactly a mile) 

✓ Only 1 front runner has been 1st or 2nd since 2000 (Smooth Like Strait, 2nd in 2021) 

✓ No trainer has won with more than two different horses 

 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 
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Pogo Charles Hills 1 15 4 3.75 4 4 3 4 

Shirl's Speight Roger Attfield 2 6 1.5 1.5 1 2 2 1 

Dreamloper Ed Walker 3 11 3 2.75 3 3 2 3 

Modern Games Charlie Appleby 4 9 2 2.25 3 1 2 3 

Smooth Like Strait Michael McCarthy 5 15 3.5 3.75 4 3 4 4 

Ivar Paulo Lobo 6 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Beyond Brilliant John Shirreffs 7 16 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Regal Glory Chad Brown 8 7 1.5 1.75 1 2 1 3 

Malavath F-H Graffard 9 9 2.5 2.25 2 3 2 2 

Order Of Australia Aidan O'Brien 10 9 2 2.25 2 2 3 2 

Annapolis Todd Pletcher 11 10 3.5 2.5 3 4 1 2 

King Cause Michael Maker 12 10 3.5 2.5 4 3 1 2 

Kinross Ralph Beckett 13 10 2.5 2.5 2 3 3 2 

Domestic Spending Chad Brown 14 5 1 1.25 1 1 2 1 

 

Three who typically fast forward – Beyond Brilliant, Pogo and Smooth Like Strait – so 

the field should be nicely stretched out in the back straight. If that comes to pass, traffic 

issues may be reduced, though they are never completely eradicated on the US inner 

turf loops! 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

Annapolis, MODERN GAMES, REGAL GLORY  

Mile Form 

Modern Games won the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf last season so knows how to win on 

the tight inner turf courses in America. He also popped over to Canada in September to 

dance away with the G1 Woodbine Mile. His 112 Beyer rating towers this field by 9 

points in terms of US form and he must have a fantastic chance of becoming, I think, the 

first horse to double up from the Juvenile Turf to the Mile at the Breeders’ Cup.  

In Europe, he also has top class Group 1 form, including second places in both the 

Sussex Stakes and QEII Stakes. His form on softer has been a step down, but that’s 

unlikely to be a concern with a largely dry week forecast. He sets the standard. 

Kinross is fascinating. A winner last time at six furlongs in the Group 1 Champions 

Sprint, he was backing up a Group 1 score in the Prix de la Foret at Longchamp just 13 

days prior. Those runs were on softish turf, however, and his faster ground CV is less 

impressive: just 1 from 9 on good or quicker. Going a mile ought not to be a problem in a 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Pogo-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Shirls-Speight?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Dreamloper-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Modern-Games-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Smooth-Like-Strait?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Ivar-brz?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Beyond-Brilliant?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Regal-Glory?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Malavath-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Order-Of-Australia-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Annapolis?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/King-Cause?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Kinross-gb?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Domestic-Spending-gb?tab=results
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race that has suited strong seven furlong runners well down the years, but those three G1 

gigs in quick succession – and in different countries – allied to the ground are a worry. 

Ed Walker’s five-year-old mare, Dreamloper, is well found in the betting. She has been 

versatile as regards trip and is having a fantastic season, winning Group 1’s in France 

this year at both a mile (Moulin) and nine furlongs (Ispahan). Her Moulin score, by five 

lengths from Order Of Australia, is easily her best form to date; she’d likely need to 

replicate that level to win the Mile. Who is to say she can’t? 

First choice of the home team is Annapolis, a three-year-old War Front colt trained by 

Todd Pletcher. The American BC Mile winners have tended to be older horses (War 

Chant, 2000, and Lure, 1992, the only two US 3yo BC Mile victors), which is a concern 

with Annapolis. Still, he comfortably held a field including Order Of Australia and Ivar; 

and he was only a length behind Nations Pride (favourite for the 1m4f Turf) in a G1 over 

9½f. He has a really smart gear change and looks a threat if others get caught on heels. 

Domestic Spending is a late runner whose recent form is over further. By ‘recent’, I 

mean up to August last year when he was last seen on the track! A layoff of 15 months is 

not without precedent, and Domestic Spending has a searing turn of pace. Still, it’d be 

some training performance. 

Malavath was a half length second in last year’s Juvenile Fillies Turf at Del Mar, and 

returned to form last time in the Foret behind Kinross, though at a respectful distance. 

That Breeders’ Cup run a year ago is her sole piece of form on quick ground, all of her 

wins coming on soft or heavy. 

The ultra-consistent Regal Glory has been first or second in 18 of her 21 lifetime starts, 

including four Grade 1’s this season (two wins, two seconds). She came wide into the 

straight last time and had given stablemate In Italian too much rope on the lead, failing to 

reel her in by a length. She was outkicked by Casa Creed the time before and looks a 

little susceptible to a kick in deep stretch: three of her last seven runs have seen her 

finish behind a single rival. 

Order Of Australia needs a pace burn up to run at. He got that in this race on this track 

two years ago, and has been in good form recently in races that didn’t have the requisite 

early speed. He’s hard to win with in top grade, but has been in the frame eight times in 

17 Stakes races. 

Six-year-old Pogo is having a fine season, winning two G3’s and a G2; but he’s never 

won a G1 and he’s six. There have been five BC Mile winners aged six-plus, but all were 

trained in America and all were multiple G1 winners. 

The late-running Ivar is a very likeable type. He ran a blinder to be third in this race last 

year, coming from far back in a race where the 1-2 raced third and first throughout. He 

was also a closing fourth in the race two years ago at Keeneland. 

Also Eligible 1 is the front-running Smooth Like Strait, a tough horse to pass: he’s been 

in the first two in ten of twelve mile turf starts, including when runner up to Space Blues – 

and just in front of Ivar – in this race last year. However, he got a soft lead a year ago, 

something that looks unlikely here with Pogo and Beyond Brilliant in the field. 
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Also Eligible 2 Shirl’s Speight is a Grade 1 course and distance winner, in the Maker’s 

Mark Mile this year, but his overall profile is chequered. He’s got a good finishing kick 

when the fractions have been steady, coming home in that G1 in a rapid 21.68 seconds 

off an opening quarter of 24.95s. 

King Cause looks fortunate to be in the 14, above G1 winners on the Also Eligible list: 

he’s no better than a Grade 3 horse 

Mile Form Contenders 

A cracking race and one that, for a very long time, eluded Britain and Ireland. Indeed, 

between John Oxx’s Ridgewood Pearl in 1995 and Sir Michael Stoute’s Expert Eye in 

2018, there were seven French winners and the rest were domestic victors. Since 2018, 

the wheel has turned with Expert Eye followed by Order Of Australia and Space Blues in 

the last two years. That sets a fascinating conundrum: will this year be more of the Euro 

glory, or a reversion to the longer term norm? 

Modern Games is a very obvious pick. And yet, because of the presence of Kinross and 

Dreamloper mainly, he’s available at 5/2. That looks playable if you, like me, think 

Kinross is vulnerable under these conditions. 

Annapolis is definitely a contender and looks very likely to be shorter on the US tote. 8/1 

is perfectly fair each way. 

But it’s worth noting that the Mile has had more than its share of shock results: Order Of 

Australia paid $73.20 for $1 in 2020, Karakontie was a $30 winner in 2014, and Court 

Vision paid $64.80 in 2011. Miesque’s Approval was $24.30 in 2006, Singletary $16.50 two 

years earlier, and Domedriver paid $26 in 2002. Going further back there were $26.70 

and $35.90 winners… so don’t be afraid to have a tilt. 

With that in mind, I’m inclined to have a tiny Hail Mary on Ivar each way at 25/1. His 

Grade 1 mile form reads 144322, a sequence that takes in the most recent two renewals 

of the BC Mile. Always unhurried early, if he gets splits he’ll finish with the proverbial 

sodden sail. 

I’m minded to back Modern Games at 5/2 to win, and 25/1+ Ivar and 8/1+ Annapolis 

each way. And I’ll be framing exotics with those three in the top two slots. 
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7.55pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Distaff (1m1f, Dirt) 

Key Trends (38 renewals to date) 
✓ 29/38 won by 3 or 4yo's ('19 winner 6yo, '20 winner 5yo though missed entire 4yo season, '21 

winner 5yo!) 

✓ 17/38 won by 4yo's (including 10 of the last 20) 

✓ 37/38 finished top 3 or within 4L of winner last time out 

✓ 23 of the last 31 winners ran 5-8 times in the year 

✓ 28/34 1m1f Distaff winners had won at the distance already 

✓ Layoff: 29/38 35 days or less ('20 winner off 64 days, '21 winner 86 days!) 

✓ 26/34 1m1f Distaff winners had won a Grade 1 in same year 

✓ The favourite is 16/38 (42% SR) 

✓ 34/38 had recorded a Beyer of 100+ ('21 winner no Beyer, top RPR of just 99) 

How the runners fit 
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Malathaat Todd Pletcher 1 6 1.5 1.5   2 1 2 1 

Blue Stripe Marcelo Polanco 2 7 2 1.75   2 2 2 1 

Secret Oath D Wayne Lukas 3 6 1 1.5   1 1 3 1 

Clairiere Steve Asmussen 4 5 1.5 1.25   1 2 1 1 

Awake At Midnyte Doug O'Neill 5 8 2.5 2   3 2 1 2 

Nest Todd Pletcher 6 12 3 3   3 3 3 3 

Search Results Chad Brown 7 12 3 3   3 3 3 3 

Society Steve Asmussen 8 16 4 4   4 4 4 4 

 

Society is the lone pace angle. She could receive pressure from Search Results or Nest 

in the back straight, with Malathaat and Clairiere expected to make their moves on the 

home turn and into the lane if good enough. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Malathaat?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Blue-Stripe?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Secret-Oath?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Clairiere?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Awake-At-Midnyte?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Nest?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Search-Results?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Society?tab=results
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Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

MALATHAAT, NEST, Society 

Distaff Form 

Nest is comfortably the pick of the three-year-olds: she’s won her last three (two G1’s) in 

similar style, settling close to the lead before moving wide off the home turn and to the 

front. Prior to that trio, she was second to Secret Oath (easily reversed form twice since) 

in the Kentucky Oaks and against colts in the Belmont Stakes. Though she beat elders in 

the Beldame last time, she has just one Beyer figure above 101 and she’ll surely need to 

run faster to win this. 

Malathaat has run three triple digit Beyers in her last six races and has followed each 

with a ninety-something. If that pattern is replicated here, she’ll be looking at 102+. Her 

nine furlong form, all in G1/2 company, is a palindromic 1123211; the 3 was in last year’s 

Distaff off a white hot early gallop. Her best runs have come off 48 second opening half 

miles and 72 second opening six-furlongs and, with a single obvious pace angle in the 

race, she looks like getting that sort of setup. Her run style is to stalk from a few lengths 

back. 

Society is the lone speed candidate. One of two in the field for Steve Asmussen, this 

daughter of Gun Runner’s sole defeat was on her only try at the Distaff’s nine furlong 

distance (Nest easy winner, Secret Oath remote second). In fairness, she fluffed the start 

that day and used plenty of gas to get to the front; and she wasn’t stopping when bashing 

Secret Oath et al in the Cotillion Stakes over half a furlong shorter last time. Society is 

unlikely to get the rope she did there with Nest and Search Results in opposition here, 

though she probably will still lead. 

Secret Oath has been beaten more than six, twelve, four and seven lengths in her last 

four races and has never gone above 95 on the speed figure scale. She doesn’t fit with 

the best of these on those recent efforts but, earlier in the season, she actually won the 

Kentucky Oaks and was third against the boys in the Arkansas Derby. She seems to have 

gone off the boil after a long season. 

Search Results was a neck second to Malathaat in last year’s Kentucky Oaks, and has 

again finished behind that one in two of her last three starts. She is likely to be closest to 

Society in the early furlongs and, if hooking up with that one, we could have a proper 

stamina test. Search Results has led at the fourth call (a mile into the race) in each of her 

last four starts, but was run out of it by both Clairiere and Malathaat each time they 

crossed swords. 

Clairiere is a deep closer, which is not normally a run style associated with prolific 

winners; credit to Asmussen’s other arrow then as she’s won six of 15 lifetime, and three 

of her last five including forcing Malathaat into second twice. Her longer price is because 

she ran very flat last out in the Personal Ensign (G1), recording her lowest figure since 

July 2021 (eight starts prior). There were extenuating circumstances as she twice bashed 
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her head against the starting gate before they opened, and the stalls handler also 

inadvertently interfered with her rider in the gate. As a three-year-old last season, she 

just missed third (which went to Malathaat) in the Distaff, having come seven (!) wide into 

the straight. 

Blue Stripe was beaten a furlong in last year’s Distaff on her first US start since importing 

from Argentina. She’s only had three spins this year, the last of which was in early 

August, but she’s managed a win and two seconds in Grade 2 and 1 company. The 

trouble is, she’s not really beaten anything of note in California: she’s the only filly or 

mare from that side of the country expected to show up in the Distaff. 

That’s because Awake At Midnyte has first choice in the 7f Filly & Mare Sprint. She’s run 

slow figures and been beaten every time she’s gone beyond seven furlongs (form of 

2342).  

Distaff Form Contenders 

Given the very few convergences of form lines between youth and experience, the 

question here is, do you favour the three-year-olds or older horses? 

If you’re siding with youth, Nest is a standout. She was second in the Kentucky Oaks (to 

Secret Oath) and the Belmont against the boys, but has won all five of her other 2022 

starts, including two G1’s and a G2 by nine lengths last time. All that really tells us, 

however, is that she should comfortably have the measure of Society and Secret Oath. 

If experience is more your thing, you’ve got options. Malathaat looks very solid and 

almost certain to run her race, but she rarely looks spectacular in victory. An exception 

to that was last time, over course and distance, where she strolled five clear in the G1 

Spinster after her main market rivals locked up in a speed duel and wilted. She’s a 

proper nine furlong filly and has danced the right east coast dances to be a serious 

player. 

Tied in closely with Malathaat are Clairiere and, to a lesser extent, Search Results. 

Clairiere would probably benefit most from Search Results and Society engaging each 

other early: if the first half mile is 46.5 seconds or faster (last year it was a wholly 

unsustainable 44.97s!), she’ll be rolling into the picture in the lane – and she definitely 

won’t have to go seven wide like she did twelve months ago. 

Society will get first run and has been visually impressive the last twice, but the Charles 

Town Oaks has rarely been the breeding ground of Distaff winners. In fairness, the 

Cotillion has thrown some strong winners. I just feel she has to set things up for one of the 

more obvious entries. 

Search Results has run fast twice this year, when behind Malathaat both times and 

Clairiere once. Her form is pegged to them albeit it is difficult to see a reversal to bring 

her out in front. 

So what then? If Society gets loose on the lead, we could have a minor upset. But more 

likely is that Search Results will contest with her down the back straight and set things up 

for either Nest, or one or both of Malathaat and Clairiere. At the prices, I have to let Nest 
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– unproven against this quality of elder and without the Beyers to suggest it’s a gimme – 

beat me, which she very well might! 

I fear Nest, but… I like Malathaat and think she’s the win play, but Clairiere is 

capable and she’s over-priced if you’re happy to lob the clunk on her latest start, 

for which there were legitimate reasons. 
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8.40pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Turf (1m4f, Turf) 

Key Trends (38 renewals to date) 
✓ 26/27 winners to have raced at the distance had been at least 2nd (Found in 2015 the 

exception) 

✓ Layoff: US 35 days or less ('19 winner off 3 months); Euro any 

✓ 38/38 aged 3-5yo; 6yo+ 0/59 

✓ Euro 3yo's 8; US 3yo's 2 (last one in 1989) 

✓ 29/38 won G1 that season (8/9 exceptions were Euro, & averaged 12.5/1). US *MUST* have 

won G1 same season 

✓ 12/24 Euro winners last ran in the Arc (rarely the 'obvious' one, though Enable doubled up in 

'18) 

✓ Arc winners are 1/7 in same season (Enable first horse to do the double) 

✓ 8 US winners ran in Joe Hirsch, six of them winning that key prep (??? won 2022) 

✓ 25/28 since '94 had 3-8 season starts - 3-5; 4 or 5-7; 6 to 8-13  

✓ 6 of last 10 had 6-8 seasonal runs, though mares Enable won off just 2 runs in '18 & Tarnawa off 

3 in '20 

✓ Every winner to have had at least two 1m4f runs either won or was 100% ITM at the distance 

✓ Europe 17 1/2 US 5 1/2 since 1999 (2xUS winners trained Graham Motion, Englishman) 

✓ APO'B 6 wins (last won in '16), Sir Michael Stoute 4, Andre Fabre 3, Graham Motion, S bin 

Suroor, B Meehan, Bill Mott 2 each 

 

How the runners fit 
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Pace: 

Turf TRAINER 
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Bye Bye Melvin Graham Motion 1 14 4 3.5   4 4 4 2 

War Like Goddess Bill Mott 2 5 1 1.25   1 1 1 2 

Stone Age Aidan O'Brien 3 11 4 2.75   4 4 2 1 

Broome Aidan O'Brien 4 10 3 2.5   3 3 1 3 

Rebel's Romance Charlie Appleby 5 7 1 1.75   1 1 2 3 

Channel Maker Bill Mott 6 11 3 2.75   3 3 4 1 

Nations Pride Charlie Appleby 7 7 2 1.75   2 2 1 2 

Master Piece Michael McCarthy 8 4 1 1   1 1 1 1 

Gold Phoenix Phil d'Amato 9 7 1.5 1.75   2 1 1 3 

Red Knight  Mike Maker 10 4 1 1   1 1 1 1 

Mishriff J & T Gosden 11 6 1 1.5   1 1 3 1 

Nautilus Paulo Lobo 12 1 1 1   1 ? ? ? 

Highland Chief Graham Motion 13 10 2.5 2.5   2 3 2 3 

 

A couple whose sole bid for glory will be early, notably Bye Bye Melvin, who has led at 

the first call in his last three, and Aidan’s Stone Age, who has led in his last two albeit as a 

pacemaker. Another who can go forward is Channel Maker. All of the fancied runners 

tend to race midfield or at the back, so gaps will be needed at the pointy end of the race! 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

REBEL’S ROMANCE, WAR LIKE GODDESS 

Turf Form 

Nations Pride, beaten when not handling Epsom in the Derby, has been a revelation in 

America since. Although failing to get up on his first Stateside effort, when coming very 

wide into the straight over ten furlongs, he was much the best next time over 9.5f, and 

then completely dominant last time over a mile and a half.  Those were all 3yo only races 

and he’ll face older company for the first time here; but the kick he showed in his most 

recent start, allied to a more prominent run style the past twice, suggests he’ll be strong 

at the finish. His Beyer figures haven’t been that great so far, but he finishes like he’s 

capable of going quicker. 

Stablemate Rebel’s Romance has yet to cross the Atlantic but he has been to Dubai, 

Saudi Arabia and Germany, contesting seven of his eleven races overseas. Travel ought 

not to be an issue, then, and a brace of German Group 1’s suggest he has class, too, for 

all that the precise merit of such races is a little hard to quantify. What is not in doubt is 

RR’s ability to quicken: in a small field last time, he was held up and exhibited a great 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Bye-Bye-Melvin?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/War-Like-Goddess?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Stone-Age-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Broome-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/rebel-s-romance-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Channel-Maker?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Nations-Pride-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Master-Piece-chi?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Gold-Phoenix-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Red-Knight?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Mishriff-ire?tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/contenders/turf/nautilus-brz?tab=profile
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/Highland-Chief?tab=results
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turn of pace to go from last to first before holding the more sustained run of Sammarco, 

himself a dual Group 1 winner, including the German Derby. 

Best of the home defence will be War Like Goddess, a five-year-old mare who is five-

from-five at the twelve furlong distance. Sent off favourite in the Filly & Mare Turf a year 

ago (1m3f), she ran very well in third. More recently, she won the G1 Joe Hirsch against 

males last time by three lengths; rated in third, she easily went past the two horses who 

led her early in a race few got into. Previously she’d been given too much to do in trying 

to run down Virginia Joy over a furlong shorter than the Turf trip, going down by an 

evaporating neck to suffer her sole defeat in four starts this term.  

Mishriff is another UK globetrotter: the former Saudi Cup winner has accumulated 

almost £12million in prize money, and has been consistent in small field defeats this 

season, bookended by large field drubbings in the Arc and his Saudi Cup defence. He’s 

been beaten 11L, 6½L, 2½L and 18L in his last four races (the two heaviest reversals 

coming at this trip) and looks like he might be a touch regressive. 

Stone Age shaped like a non-stayer on his only mile and a half effort, in the Derby. Since 

then he’s run Nations Pride close in the ten furlong Belmont Derby and not been 

disgraced in better races (Irish Champion and Champion Stakes) the last twice. He was 

three lengths behind Nations Pride in his other US gig and there is no reason to think he 

can turn the tables on that one. 

Broome took the lead into the straight in last year’s Turf, went two clear and was only run 

down by Yibir in the final strides. He’s not been in the same form this season, most 

recently when midfield in the Arc, but was close up in the Sword Dancer on his only US 

race in 2022; he’d not be a total shock. [It may be interesting to note that 12 of 24 

European BC Turf winners ran in the Arc, only one of them – Enable – winning the Paris 

contest. Both Broome and Mishriff represent this angle] 

The former Andrew Balding inmate Highland Chief now runs for Englishman Graham 

Motion. Motion has won the Breeders’ Cup Turf twice (Better Talk Now 2004, Main 

Sequence 2014) from just three horses entered, though Better Talk Now did run in the 

race FIVE times! While Main Sequence went into the Turf unbeaten in his previous four 

Stateside, BTN had a similar profile to Highland Chief, and returned 33/1 with the British 

books. Highland Chief stalked the pace when claiming a Grade 3 over course and 

distance last time, and had earlier this season upset Yibir in the Grade 1 Man O’War 

Stakes. That makes him a G1 winner and a course and distance winner in 2022, and the 

trainer angle needs respecting. 

Red Knight is a hard knocking eight year old who finishes his races off well; but no six 

year old or older has ever won this; Channel Maker has been good but, aged eight 

now, is well past his prime; Gold Phoenix is untried at the trip and, by Belardo, is not 

really bred for it; Master Piece is six, hasn’t taken much racing this year and is stepping 

into G1 company for the first time in 2022; Mise En Scene is only Listed class in Britain 

and needs to improve ten pounds for the step up in trip; Bye Bye Melvin is the front 

running pace angle, but he has little else in his corner; and the Brazilian runner, 

Nautilus, is a complete unknown who might just be worth a second glance at a monster 

price. Then again… 
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Turf Form Contenders 

The best form in the race can be argued to be any of Broome’s 2021 Turf second, 

Nations Pride’s Jockey Club Derby romp, Rebel’s Romance’s two German Group 1’s 

or War Like Goddess’s Joe Hirsch Turf Classic. 

In the win spot, Euro horses have won six of the last seven Turfs, and perhaps REBEL’S 

ROMANCE is the answer to a competitive puzzle. 

Broome might be playable each way, but this is a race about which to get exotic; in that 

context I’ll be playing the above four in exactas, whilst chucking in Highland Chief 

‘underneath’ (i.e. in the third and fourth spots) in trifectas and superfectas. 

But regular readers will know the Turf is a race I frequently get horribly wrong! 
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9.40pm GMT: Breeders’ Cup Classic (1m2f, Dirt) 

Key Trends (38 renewals so far) 
✓ All of the last 21 Classic winners had 3-8 runs that season 

✓ 37/38 ran 1-2-3 LTO (23 x 1st; 9 x 2nd; 5 x 3rd) 

✓ 34/38 won a G1 that season 

✓ 38/38 aged 3-5 (6yo+ 0/33) – 3yo 12 wins; 4yo 15 wins; 5yo 10 wins 

✓ 22 of last 33 posted stamina (6f+) workout since last run 

✓ 10/11 40+ day layoffs posted Bullet AND/OR Stamina works since last run 

✓ 10/13 3yo winners ran in at least one Triple Crown race (1 exception was a Euro) 

✓ 22 of the last 26 posted 100+ Beyer last time but below previous best ('19 winner, 106, new 

top; '20 winner, 105, equalled top) 

✓ Where no distance form, check breeding for stamina credentials 

✓ Bob Baffert 4, Steve Asmussen 2, Bill Mott 2 

How the runners fit 
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Taiba Bob Baffert 1 11 3 2.75 3 3 2 3 

Life Is Good Todd Pletcher 2 16 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Happy Saver Todd Pletcher 3 7 1.5 1.75 2 1 2 2 

Flightline John Sadler 4 14 3.5 3.5 4 3 4 3 

Hot Rod Charlie Doug O'Neill 5 12 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Epicenter Steve Asmussen 6 5 1.5 1.25 2 1 1 1 

Olympiad  Bill Mott 7 12 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Rich Strike Eric Reed 8 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 

 

With a clean break, Life Is Good will lead with Flightline expected to track in second or 

third alongside Olympiad and/or Hot Rod Charlie. I’m not sure Taiba will be able to go 

with them early though Baffert does like his runners near the fore; but he finishes well, as 

does Epicenter and, to a lesser degree, Rich Strike. 

https://www.breederscup.com/horses/taiba?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/life-is-good?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/happy-saver?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/flightline?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/hot-rod-charlie?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/epicenter?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/olympiad?race=classic&tab=results
https://www.breederscup.com/horses/rich-strike?race=classic&tab=results
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I suspect this could be very fast through the first six furlongs and hard going in the final 

quarter mile. 

Key Trials: 

Click runner names in pace grids for race videos 

Trends Contenders:  

Epicenter, Flightline 

Classic Form 

Flightline towers over these, and indeed all, North American horses. His most recent 

performance was a brutal savaging of legitimate Grade 1 horses – the second, Country 

Grammar, won the Dubai World Cup! – and his aggregate margin of victory in five 

unblemished races is a scarcely believable 62¾ lengths! 

On form, he is untouchable. But can anything upset the Flightline apple cart? Probably 

not is the short answer, though trainer John Sadler’s Breeders’ Cup record (1/54) is 

sobering. It should also be said he was his least impressive in the Grade 1 Met Mile, 

when shipping from Southern California to New York; there he ‘only’ won by six lengths! 

This is no one horse race, however. He faces up to Life Is Good, himself a winner of nine 

of his eleven starts, including four Grade 1’s. His defeats were a neck second to BC Sprint 

favourite, Jackie’s Warrior, over seven furlongs; and fading fourth in the Dubai World 

Cup. Life Is Good has led in all eleven of his races and he’s short odds to make that 

twelve, but with Flightline snapping at his heels I expect he’ll fade in the straight. 

The strongest stayer in the race – jolly aside – might be Epicenter. His trainer, Steve 

Asmussen, won the Classic from the front with Gun Runner in the same maroon and white 

Winchell Thoroughbreds colours; this lad is more conservative in his run style but can 

race close to the pace or further back. He beat all bar the deep closing Rich Strike in the 

Kentucky Derby as they walked home off searing fractions that day; then, next time, in 

the 9½f Preakness he had too much ground to make up and just missed. 

Easy scores in the G2 Jim Dandy and G1 Travers were, like all his ten races to date, 

against his age group so this is the first time he’ll face elders. 

Cyberknife showed great promise earlier in the season, winning the Arkansas Derby 

and the Haskell, both Grade 1s, either side of a Kentucky Derby flop. In the Haskell, run 

over a furlong shorter than the Classic, he travelled all over Taiba before eventually 

chinning that one in a photo. In two runs since, however, Cyberknife has been beaten 

more than five lengths by first Epicenter in the Travers and then Taiba in the Penn Derby, 

and looks over the top for the season.  

Taiba is something of a ‘now’ horse. Unraced at two, he’s stepped out of a debut maiden 

score into four straight Grade 1’s, winning two of them with the sole blips being the 

aforementioned Haskell and a flat effort in the Kentucky Derby. A son of Gun Runner 

trained by Bob Baffert, he’s likely to appeal to punters on both coasts and comes here off 

a career high speed figure.  
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The Penn Derby is nine furlongs but Taiba was going away from his field at the finish 

hinting that he’ll get the extra eighth, something his dad also had to prove after three ten 

furlong losses prior to winning his Classic. 

The Kentucky Derby winner, Rich Strike, at 80/1 the longest shot on the board that day, 

is in this field, too. He is essentially slow, benefiting from the mad early tempo (first 

quarter in 21 and change) and picking up the pieces. He skipped the Preakness and ran 

no sort of race in the Belmont, but has picked up the live thread in two further spins 

since, first when a fair fourth behind Epicenter and Cyberknife in the Travers, and most 

recently when a head second to Hot Rod Charlie in the Lukas Classic. 

Rich Strike actually went a head in front having rallied as usual from a few lengths back, 

but seemed to idle in front, allowing Hot Rod Charlie back up to win. Charlie came into 

the race in better form last year, scorching a big number in the Penn Derby before 

running fourth in the Classic; he’s been a step behind that level since his return from a 

strong second in the Dubai World Cup.  

Winner of the Jockey Club Gold Cup at the Classic distance was Olympiad, having been 

front rank throughout. But he ran very flat the time before behind Life Is Good in the 

Whitney (Saratoga, G1, 9f). Prior to that he’d won five straight in 2022, starting in 

allowance optional claiming company then working up through minor Graded stakes to 

that JC Gold Cup score. He normally races handily but may struggle to hold position with 

both Life Is Good and Flightline in this field. 

Happy Saver has been beaten far enough by all of Hot Rod Charlie, Rich Strike, Life Is 

Good, Flightline and Olympiad in his last four starts and it’s hard to see him reversing 

form with any of them. 

Classic Form Contenders 

On form, this is Flightline’s Classic. He’s just an absolute phenom. If you haven’t watched 

his races, do. They’re linked to in the grids at the start of this section. Even if you hate 

dirt racing, watch this bloke because he’s very, very, very good. 

Assuming all goes well between now and post time, he’ll go off commensurately short, 

and deserves to. He can be played in exotic bets ‘on top’ but who should go underneath? 

I’m fielding against the brilliant Life Is Good on the grounds that I feel, although he’s 

almost certain to lead, he’s going to get his collar felt down the back straight by 

Flightline. The upshot is probably that he’ll be asked for more to retain his advantage 

and, if that comes to pass, he’ll fade down the lane. That’s how I’m betting it anyway. 

Epicenter and Taiba are the two to fill the exacta/trifecta, with Rich Strike and Hot Rod 

Charlie in the trifecta/superfecta slots. 

I hope Flightline wins. He’s been mesmerising so far, and this feels very much like 

his coronation. 


